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District Mission 
 
The City of St. Charles School District will REACH, TEACH, and EMPOWER all students by 
providing a challenging, diverse, and innovative education. 
 

District Vision 
The City of St. Charles School District will be an educational leader recognized for high 
performance and academic excellence that prepares students to succeed in an ever-changing 
global society. 

 

District Values 
We, the City of St. Charles School District community of students, parents, staff, and patrons, 
value: 
 
 High quality education for all students which includes: 

 Lifelong learning from early childhood through adult education 

 Rigorous learning experiences that challenge all students  

 Instruction that meets the needs of a diverse community 

 Respect for all 

 Real world, critical thinking and problem-solving skills to prepare students for 
the 21st Century 

 Developing caring, productive, and responsible citizens 

 Strong engagement of family and community 

 A safe, secure, and nurturing school environment  
 

 Achievement through: 

 Celebration of individual success 

 Collaboration with parents and community stakeholders 

 Exploration, Innovation, and creativity 
 

 High quality staff by: 

 Hiring and retaining highly qualified and invested employees 

 Providing professional development and collaboration focused on increasing 
student achievement 

 Empowering staff to use innovative resources and practices 
 

 Informed decisions that are: 

 Student-centered 

 Focused on student achievement 

 Data Driven 

 Considerate of all points of view 

 Fiscally responsible 
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District Goals 
 
For planning purposes, five overarching goals have been developed.  These goals are 
statements of the key functions of the school district. 
 

1. Student Performance 

 Develop and enhance the quality educational/instructional programs to improve 
student performance and enable students to meet their personal, academic, and 
career goals. 

2. Highly qualified staff 

 Recruit, attract, develop, and retain highly qualified staff to carry out the District’s 
mission, vision, goals, and objectives. 

3. Facilities, Support, and Instructional Resource 

 Provide and maintain appropriate instructional resources, support services, and 
functional and safe facilities. 

4. Parent and Community Involvement 

 Promote, facilitate and enhance parent, student, and community involvement in 
district educational programs. 

5. Governance 

 Govern the district in an efficient and effective manner providing leadership and 
representation to benefit the students, staff, and patrons of the district. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS 
 

Teachers in the School District of the City of St. Charles share in and ascribe to a philosophy that 
places children at the heart of the educational process.  We feel that it is our professional 
responsibility to strive to be our best at all times and to maximize our efforts by ensuring that 
the following factors are present in our classrooms and our schools.   
 

1. Learning is developed within the personal, physical, social, and intellectual contexts of 
the learner.   

 
2. A strong educational program should provide developmental continuity. 
 
3. The successful learner is motivated, strategic, knowledgeable, and interactive. 
 
4. Children learn best when they have real purposes and can make connections to real 

life. 
 
5. Effective learning is a combination of student exploration and teacher and mentor 

modeling. 
 
6. Assessment is an ongoing and multidimensional process that is an integral part of 

instruction. 
 
7. Making reading and writing connections across multiple sources and curricula 

facilitates meaning.  
 
8. Literacy for the future means literacy in multiple technologies. 
 
9. Education must respond to society’s diverse population and serve all children. 
 
10. Interactions among students, teachers, parents, and community from the network 

that supports learning 
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English Language Arts Rationale 
 
The rationale for Communication Arts in the St. Charles School District is to provide a solid 
foundation for all students in the areas of reading literature and informational texts, writing, 
language, and speaking and listening.  Through written and discussion-based analysis of texts 
and author’s choices, students will become critical thinkers.  Differentiating instruction through 
Standards Based Grading ensures that each student has mastered the curriculum.  
 
 

 

Program Goals  
Students who complete the English Language Arts curriculum will be prepared to use their 
reading and writing skills to think critically about the world they encounter.  Students will be 
able to: 
 Read and evaluate literature and informational texts with fluency. 

 Write argumentative, narrative, informative texts with clarity.   

 Participate in collaborative discussions, and present knowledge and ideas appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

 Acquire and use academic and domain specific vocabulary that is appropriate to the 

audience. 

 Use the conventions of standard English. 
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7th and 8th Grade English Language Arts Scope and Sequence 

I = Introduce       R = Reinforce     M = Master 
Strand MLS Standard 7

th
 8th 

  Key Ideas and Details   

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 1 
 

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

R R 

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

R R 
 

Reading 
Literature  

RL. 7-8. 3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 
shapes the characters or plot). 

R R 
 

  Craft and Structure   

Reading 
Literature  

RL. 7-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choice on 
a poem, verse, or text.  

I R 
 

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 5 Analyze how a drama or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its meaning. 

R I 
 

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 
characters or narrators in a text. 
_______________________________________________________ 
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or 
reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as 
suspense or humor. 

 
R  
____ 
x 

 
R 
___ 
I 

  Integration of knowledge and Ideas   

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, 
or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium 
(e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film)  
 
RL.8.7: All of the above including how the story stays faithful to or departs from the 
script, evaluating choices made by the director or actors.  

R R 
 

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

I R 
 
 

  Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity   

Reading 
Literature 

RL. 7-8. 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 
and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

R R 
 
 

  Key Ideas and Details   

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

R R 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

R R 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 
 
 
 

RI. 7-8. 3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 
ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

R R 
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  Craft and Structure   

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and tone. 

R R 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 
sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

R R 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

I R 
 
 

  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas   

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, 
analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech 
affects the impact of the words). 

R R 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

R R 
 

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

R R 

  Range of Reading and Text Complexity   

Reading 
Informational 
Texts 

RI. 7-8. 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of 
the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

R R 

  Text Types and Purposes   

Writing W. 7-8. 1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

R 
 

R 
 

Writing W. 7-8. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 
and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

R R 
 

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

R R 

  Production and Distribution of Writing   

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

R R 
 

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

R R 
 
 

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to 
and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking 
to and citing sources. 

I R 

  Research to Build and Present Knowledge   

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources 
and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and 
investigation. 

I R 
 

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
 

R R 
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Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and, research. 

R R 

  Range of Writing   

Writing 
 

W. 7-8. 10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

R R 

  Comprehension and Collaboration   

Speaking and 
Listening  

SL. 7-8. 1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher led) with diverse partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

R R 

Speaking and 
Listening 

SL. 7-8. 2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 

I R 
 
 

Speaking and 
Listening 

SL. 7-8. 3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

R R 

  Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas   

Speaking and 
Listening 

SL. 7-8. 4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

R R 

Speaking and 
Listening 

SL. 7-8. 5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims 
and findings and emphasize salient points. 

R R 

Speaking and 
Listening 

SL. 7-8. 6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.  

R R 

  Conventions of Standard English   

Language L. 7-8. 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

R R 

Language L. 7-8. 2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

R R 

  Knowledge of Language   

Language L. 7-8. 3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

R R 

  Vocabulary Acquisition and Use   

Language L. 7-8. 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases. 

R R 

Language L. 7-8. 5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 
in word meanings. 

R R 

Language L. 7-8. 6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

R R 
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Course Description: 
 
7th Grade English Language Arts is a sequential course within the 5-8 programs utilizing 
Reader’s & Writer’s workshop. Students will develop skills in the following areas: grammar, 
composition, literature, speaking/listening, library skills, critical thinking skills, and vocabulary. 
The course is designed to familiarize the student with the communication skills, which are 
central to both cognitive and social development. The course expands the student’s knowledge 
of the human experience through exposure to quality literature, sharpen the student’s ability to 
communicate through writing, oral, and visual means, develop the student’s skills to gather 
manipulate data and information using current technology, and intensify the student’s ability to 
utilize higher-level critical thinking skills. 
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Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

 

Strand: Language 

Topic: Language 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

The student uses language accurately beyond what was taught and expected. 
 

Sample Tasks 

Student uses accurate language beyond grade level in 

writing and speaking. 

3.5 The student uses language beyond what is taught and expected with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
● Demonstrates comprehension of words and phrases as they are used literally and 

figuratively: 

 
-grade level language 
-figurative language 
-academic language 

 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

● Uses academic and grade level vocabulary 

correctly in writing and speaking 

● Uses text evidence to explain their thinking 

behind what the words mean 

 

 

*7
th

 grade ELA vocabulary word list can be found in 

the curriculum. 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 
 

● With assistance, demonstrates comprehension of words and phrases as they are used 

literally and figuratively: 

 
-grade level language 
-figurative language 
-academic language 

 
● Without assistance, inconsistently shows understanding of vocabulary. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

Determines word meanings using C.P.R. strategy 

● C.—Context Clues 

● P.—Parts of Words 

● R.—Resources (dictionary, etc.) 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 
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Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

 

Strand: Speaking and Listening 

Topic: Listening 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 
 

Sample Tasks 

While engaging in level 3 tasks, students will give in-

depth inferences and demonstrate knowledge through 

student initiated presentation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  
● Engages effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 
● Poses questions and listens to responses. 
● Acknowledges new information expressed by peers and is able to build on their 

thinking based on this new information.   

● Class discussions 

● Pair and Share 

● Table Talks 

● Presentations 

● Book Talks 

2+ No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student: 
● With assistance will achieve the above. 

● Teacher Guidance 
 

1+ Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 
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Strand: Reading-Literature 

Topic: Reading 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

 Changes to thinking that allows for the student to go deeper in their understanding 

 

Sample Tasks 

In-depth inferences and application analyzing and 

evaluating text-to-text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  

 Cites appropriate details, deciphers patterns among them, and explains patterns to develop 

a new understanding of the text 

  Independently analyzes the author’s word choice and structure; explains its effect on  

literature.  

 Compares stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 Explains the authenticity of the author’s choices in characters, settings, and events in a 

variety of genres. 

 Analyze how form or structure contributes to a text’s 

meaning. 

 Evaluates the points of view of different characters. 

 Text to Text 

 Reads as a reader 

 Reads as a writer 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student:  

 With assistance, analyzes the author’s word choice and structure; explains its effect on  

literature.  

 With assistance, explains compares stories in the same genre on their approaches to 

similar themes and topics. 

 With assistance, explains the authenticity of the author’s choices in characters, settings, 

and events in a variety of genres. 

 With assistance, chooses appropriate details, deciphers patterns among them, and uses 

patterns to develop a new understanding of the text 

 Without assistance, inconsistently explains or supports the evidence cited 

 

The student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 

Grade 7 Communication Arts 

Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Reading-Informational Text 

Topic: Reading-Nonfiction 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

 

Sample Tasks 

In-depth inferences and application analyzing and 

evaluating text-to-text. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  

 

  Independently analyzes the author’s word choice and structure; explains its effect on the 

author’s purpose.  

 Analyzes the similarities and differences among the works of various authors. (author’s 

craft) 

 Cites appropriate details, deciphering patterns among them, and explaining patterns to 

develop a new understanding of the text 

 

 Analyze how form or structure contributes to a text’s 

meaning. 

 Evaluate author’s perspective. 

 Text to Text 

 Reads as a reader 

 Reads as a writer 
 Create evidence to show process of their thinking: stop 

and jots, annotations, reader’s notebook in a variety of 

texts (narrative nonfiction, news articles, video reports 

etc). 

 Look for patterns of facts and focus, themes, and/or bias 

 Using the R.A.C.E. strategy 

 Text to Self 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student:  

 With assistance, analyzes the author’s word choice and structure; explains its effect on the 

author’s purpose.  

 With assistance, compares various authors’ crafts. 

 With assistance, chooses appropriate details, deciphers patterns among them, and uses 

patterns to develop a new understanding of the text 

 Without assistance, inconsistently explains or supports the evidence cited 

 

 

 

The student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 Graphic Organizers 
 Teacher guidance 
 The teacher provides phrases for reflecting on text evidence 

and meaning. 

 Inconsistently uses the R.A.C.E. strategy. 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 

Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

 

Strand: Reading Essential Standard 

Topic: Reads and Comprehends Text 

Level: 7 

 4.0 The student reads and comprehends text at a sliding level: 
        Benchmark 1: 1267 or higher 
        Benchmark 2: 1303 or higher 
        Benchmark 3: Through conferencing, STAR assessments, and other formative 

assessments 

Sample Tasks 

 

3+ Achieved with student improvement at teacher’s discretion.  ●  

Score 

3.0 
The student reads and comprehends text at a sliding level: 
        Benchmark 1: 1146-1266 
        Benchmark 2: 1202-1302 
        Benchmark 3: 1323-1397 
 

● STAR Testing 
● Reading Conferences 
● AR Tests 

2+ Achieved with student improvement at teacher’s discretion.  

Score 

2.0 

The student reads and comprehends text at a sliding level: 
        Benchmark 1: 795-1026 
        Benchmark 2: 843-1103 
        Benchmark 3: 884-1175 
 

●  

  1+ Achieved with student improvement at teacher’s discretion.  

  
  1 

The student reads and comprehends text at a sliding level: 
        Benchmark 1: 585 or lower 
        Benchmark 2: 611 or lower 
        Benchmark 3: 638 or lower 
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Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

 

Strand: Speaking and Listening 

Topic: Speaking 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 
 

Sample Tasks 

Student poses questions and responds with in-depth 

observations and inferences during discussions and 

student initiated presentations. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  
● Engages effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 
● Poses questions and responds to discussions with relevant observations and 

information.. 
● Acknowledges new information expressed by peers and is able to build on their 

thinking based on this new information.  
● Creates a presentation using multimedia components and/or visual displays to 

effectively present their thinking. 
● Adapts speech appropriately based on their audience.  

● Class Discussions 

● Pair and Share 

● Table Talks 

● Presentations 

● Book Talks 

● Literature Circles 

2+ No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student: 
● With assistance will achieve the above. 

● Teacher Guidance 
 

1+ Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 
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Strand: Writing Essential Standard 

Topic: Composes an Argumentative Text 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

 

Sample Tasks 

 Using punctuation such as: dashes, 

parentheses, colons, semi-colons to show 

extra detail and explanation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  

 

 Independently introduces claim(s), organizes formally using transitional words, 

acknowledges opposing claims, and concludes argument.  

 Independently supports claim(s) with logical reasoning, using accurate, credible sources 

and evidence. 

 Accurately credits source while using direct quotes and paraphrasing. 

 Independently follows standard format for citation (MLA) using BibMe or Citation 

Machine. 

 Independently researches and locates credible research material. 

 Uses proper conventions that do not distract from the writing. 

 

 On demand writing  

 Write to Learn and feedback 

 Quick Writes and Exit Passes 

 Graphic Organizers 

 

2+ No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student: 

 Locates relevant information when provided with the research material. 

 With assistance will achieve the above. 

 Teacher Guidance 

  Graphic Organizers 

1+ Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 

Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Writing Essential Standard 

Topic: Composes a Literary Analysis 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

 

Sample Tasks 

 Using punctuation such as: dashes, 

parentheses, colons, semi-colons to show 

extra detail and explanation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  

 Utilizes effective introduction, topic sentences, transitions, conclusion, formatting, and 

graphics. 

 Writes in a text structure that is appropriate for its purpose. 

 Includes a various types of information (quotes, facts, examples, and definitions). 

 Creates a formal tone by utilizing: figurative language, precise word choice, academic 

vocabulary, anecdotes, and/or comparisons. 

 Accurately credits sources while using direct quotes and paraphrasing. 

 Independently follows standard format for citation (MLA) using BibMe or Citation 

Machine. 

 Uses proper conventions that do not distract from the writing. 

 

 On demand writing  

 Write to Learn and feedback 

 Graphic organizers  

 Quick writes 

 

 

2+ No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student: 

 With assistance will achieve the above. 

 Teacher Guidance 

  Graphic Organizers 

1+ Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 

Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Grade 7 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

  

Strand: Writing Essential Standard 

Topic: Composes a Narrative Text 

Level: 7 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

 

Sample Tasks 

 Using punctuation such as: dashes, 

parentheses, colons, semi-colons to show 

extra detail and explanation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student:  

 Independently create realistic characters, tension, and change; and that not only conveys, 

but also develops an idea and theme. 

 Independently creates a story that has a lead that will set the story in motion and establishes 

the setting. 

 Independently include transitional phrases and clauses to connect what happened to why it 

happened.  

 Independently resolves the conflict and makes a connection to the story’s theme.  

 Independently create a story that utilizes the traditional plot structure ( exposition, rising 

action, climax, falling action, and resolution) 

 Independently utilize spelling resources. 

 Independently include commas and quotation marks 

 Quick writing from different perspectives (new 

character in “Seedfolks,” Dirk’s perspective from 

“Dirk the Protector”). 

 Quick writing activity on Write to Learn. 

 Creating Character Sketches 

 Writing Scenes with their characters 

 Writing from a Memory 

 

2+ No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

 With assistance, achieve the above.  
 Teacher Guidance 

  Graphic Organizers 

1+ Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 
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Unit 1 

Content Area: English Language Arts 

Course Name: ELA Grade:  7
th

  Grade Timeline: 9 Weeks 
 

Unit Title: Building a Community of Readers and Writers 

Learning Objective Essential Unit Outcome: 

● Distinguish fiction from non-fiction texts 

● Demonstrate understanding and analysis through discussion and/or written response 

● Demonstrate usage of skills and strategies to effectively analyze text 

● Uses  appropriate discussion stems and roles while collaborating with peers 

Primary Text:  Seed Folks 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

   
X

           

Equity  
X 

Research  
X 

Technology  
X 

Workplace Readiness Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

 
X 

1. Identify 

similarities/differences 
 
X 

2. Summarizing 
Note Taking 

 
X 

3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 
 
X 

4. Homework & Practice 

 
X 

5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 
 
X 

6. Cooperative 

Learning 
 
X 

7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 
 
X 

8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

 

X 

9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 
 10. Other     

Common Core State Standards: (Content Standards) 
RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.6, RL.7.9, RL.7.10 

RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.4, RI.7.6, RI.7.10 

W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.8, W.7.9, W.7.10 

L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.4, L.7.6, L.7.1 

Show Me Standards (Process): 
CA 1, CA 2, CA 3, CA 4, CA 6, CA 7 

GLE’s or CLE’s: 
Scales:  Narrative Writing, Conventions, and Thinks Beyond-Fiction 

Scales:  Analyzing Fiction and Constructed Response 

Scales:  Analyze Non-Fiction and Constructed Response. 

Vocabulary: Analyze, characterization, cite, 

comprehend, Figurative Language, inference, 

jargon, perspective, stereotype, theme, apprehensive, 

debris, persistent, potential, vigilant                       

 

Assessment Activity: 

● Performance Event:  Research based Narrative 

from a character’s point of view OR a narrative 

poem with analysis 

● Mid Unit Assessment:  Inference Equation 

Graphic Organizer 

● End of Unit Assessment: Inference Equation 

Graphic Organizer for Informational Texts, 

Constructed Response Question (specifically in 

Evaluation: 
Performance Event: Students will create a realistic 

character based on research and write a narrative from 

the character’s point of view using evidence from the 

Seed Folks text to support their setting and character 

development. 

Mid Unit Assessment:  Students will infer character 

traits and qualities about relationships, etc. 
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regard to how history and culture affect social 

identity)-What was one important way that place 

shapes the identity of the characters? 

 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Students will write a 

paragraph explanation about the historical and cultural 

effects of social identity. 

 

Students will write a paragraph explanation about the 

historical and cultural effects of social identity. 

Learning Activity – Guiding Questions: 
Learning Activities included but not limited to: 

 Conferencing 

 Discussions 

 Homework 

 Exit slips 

 Bell Ringers 

Guiding Questions: 

● What do proficient readers do while they read? 

● Which reading strategy works best with specific texts? 

● How do proficient writers get ideas? 

● What do proficient communicators do to actively participate in discussions? 

Focus Two:  Reading Closely and Writing to Learn 

 (6 weeks) 

 

Guiding Questions: 

● How do skilled writers communicate effectively? 

● How do we unlock meaning from unfamiliar terms and ideas? 

● What is to be gained from reading fictional texts and juxtaposing those to historical accounts? 

● How can we effectively write a constructed response using valid textual evidence? 

 

Resources: Seedfolks (may change as needed due to availability and students’ needs) 
 

Enrichment Exercises: Peer discussions with mixed lit grouping 

 

Correction Exercises: Small group, teacher led discussions, key vocabulary re-teaching strategies. 

 

Special Needs: Modifications made according to IEP’s and 504’s 
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Unit 2 

Content Area: English Language Arts 

Course Name: ELA  Grade: 7
th

 Grade Timeline: 9 Weeks 
 

Unit Title: Exploring Diversity through Literature 
 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  

● Students will be able to analyze character development through motivations and overcoming obstacles.   

● Students will be able to write a literary analysis. 

● Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. 

 

Primary Text: The House on Mango Street, Baseball in April and other Stories, A Summer Life, Dancer: 

Everybody has a Dream, Chinese Cinderella, The Lost Garden, Out of the Dust, Wednesday Wars, Picture of 

Hollis Woods (Literature Circle Texts may change according to need and availability.) 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

X             Equity X Research X Technology X Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

X 1. Identify 

similarities/differences 
X 2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 
X 3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 
X 4. Homework & Practice 

X 5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 
X 6. Cooperative 

Learning 
X 7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 
X 8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

X 9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 
X 10. Other     

Missouri Learning Standards (CCCS): 
R.L.7.1,   R.L.7.2,   R.L.7.3,   R.L.7.4,    R.L.7.5,   R.L.7.6 
W.2    W.4    W.5    W.6   W.8 
 

Process Standards: 
CA 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 (Process) Goal 1:4, 5, 6, 8   Goal 2:1, 2, 3, 7    Goal 3:5     Goal 4:1, 2, 4, 5,  
 

GLE’s or CLE’s: RL1.a, LS1.b 

Essential Vocabulary: Text Evidence, MLA Citation/Works Cited, Character development and motivation, 

theme, narrator, protagonist/antagonist, conflict, story arc, resolution, transitional words/phrases  

Assessment Activity: 
Performance Event:  Character Graphic Organizer 

 

Mid Unit Assessment:  A.R. Lit Circle Book Quizzes 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Literary Analysis 

 

Evaluation: 
Performance Event:  Students will think about the 

author’s craft and write examples of figurative 

language and word choice in a graphic organizer to 

use in discussions 

 

Mid Unit Assessment:  Students will read a Lit 

Circle book option and quiz. 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Students will analyze a 

text and write an essay including their analysis and 

evidence from the text to support their thinking. 



25 

 

Learning Activity – Guiding Questions: 

Learning Activities included but not limited to: 

 Conferencing 

 Discussions 

 Homework 

 Exit Slips 

 Bell Ringers 

 

How can we better understand cultural diversity through literature and author studies? 

 

 

Resources: Lucy Calkins “Writing About Reading” Unit; Nancie Atwell Lessons that Change Writers;   

 

 

 

Enrichment Exercises: Peer discussions with mixed lit grouping 

 

Correction Exercises: Small group, teacher led discussions, key vocabulary re-teaching strategies. 

 

Special Needs: Modifications made according to IEP’s and 504’s 
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Unit 3 

Content Area: ELA 
Course Name: ELA  Grade: 7

th
 Grade Timeline: 9 Weeks 

 

Unit Title: Using Informational Texts to Better Understand Diverse Needs 

 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  

 Students will be able to trace an author’s argument. 

 Students will be able to comprehend grade level nonfiction texts. 

 Students will be able to synthesize information from various texts to create a logical argument. 

 Students will write a research-based argument essay. 

 

Primary Text: Scope Magazines 

 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

X             Equity X Research X Technology X Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

X 1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

X 2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

X 3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

X 4. Homework & Practice 

X 5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

X 6. Cooperative 

Learning 

X 7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

X 8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

X 9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

X 10. Other     

Missouri Learning Standards (CCCS): 

R.I.7.1,    R.I.7.2,     R.I.7.3,     R.I.7.5,   R.I.7.8,     R.I.7.9 

W.7.1.a-e;     W.7.2.a-f;       W.7.4;         W.7.5;       W.7.6 

SL.7.1.a-d;     SL.7.4;     L.7.1.a-b;   L.7.2.a-b;     L.7.3;   L.7.4.a,c;  L.7.6         

 

Process Standards: 

(Content) CA 1, 3, 4, 6, 7       (Process) Goal 1:1,2,4,5,7,8,10    Goal 2:1,2,3   Goal 3:4,6    Goal 4:1,3,4 

 

GLE’s or CLE’s:  R1D.7.a-b, R1H.7.a,  LS1B 

Essential Vocabulary:  Argument, Claim, Counterargument, Text Structures: Cause/Effect, 

Problem/Solution, Compare/Contrast; paraphrase, cite/citation, direct quote, summary, credibility/credible, 

debate, judgment, relevant, logical fallacy, rhetorical devices  

 

Assessment Activity: 
 

Performance Event:  Newsela and Scope articles and 

graphic organizers 

 

Mide Unit Assessment:  Research questions, evidence, 

graphic organizer and outline 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Research Based Argument 

Essay 

Evaluation: 

 

Performance Event:  Students will analyze 

nonfiction texts and author’s purpose through various 

articles and graphic organizers. 

 

Mid Unit Assessment:  Students will plan a research 

topic and produce an outline for future research and 

writing. 
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End of Unit Assessment:  Students will write a 3-6 

paragraph essay supporting an argument. 

Learning Activity – Guiding Questions: 

 Collaborative Discussion 

 Think Pair Share 

 Peer Conference with Writing Tasks 

 STAR 

 Exit Slips/Quick checks 
 

Guiding Question: 
 

 How can we better understand diverse needs by studying informational texts? 

 

Resources: Scholastic Scope Online Resources, Easybib 

 

Enrichment Exercises: Debates, MobyMax 

 

Correction Exercises: USATestPrep, Small group-Teacher led instruction 

 

Special Needs: Accommodations and modifications based on IEP’s and 504’s 
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Unit 4 

Content Area: ELA 
Course Name: ELA  Grade: 7

th
 Grade Timeline: 9 Weeks 

 

Unit Title: Reflecting on My Understanding of Diversity Through Literature and Writing 

 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  

 Students will reflect on their own reading process to deepen their understanding of reading fictional 

and nonfictional texts. 

 Students will evaluate their own writing to gain insight on their strengths and weaknesses as a writer. 

 Students will write a compilation of revised works. 

 Students will collaborate effectively in discussions. 

 Students will use academic and content language appropriately in discussions and writing. 

Primary Text: Scope Magazines, Independent Literature Books 

 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

X             Equity X Research X Technology X Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

X 1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

X 2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

X 3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

X 4. Homework & Practice 

X 5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

X 6. Cooperative 

Learning 

X 7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

X 8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

X 9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

X 10. Other     

Missouri Learning Standards (CCCS): 

R.L.7.1,   R.L.7.2,   R.L.7.3,   R.L.7.4,    R.L.7.5,   R.L.7.6 

W.7.2    W.7.4    W.7.5    W.7.6   W.7.8 

R.I.7.1,    R.I.7.2,     R.I.7.3,     R.I.7.5,   R.I.7.8,     R.I.7.9 

W.7.1.a-e;     W.7.2.a-f;       W.7.4;         W.7.5;       W.7.6 

SL.7.1.a-d;     SL.7.4;      

L.7.1.a-b;   L.7.2.a-b;     L.7.3;   L.7.4.a,c;  L.7.6         

 

Process Standards: 

(Content) CA 1, 3, 4, 6, 7       (Process) Goal 1:1,2,4,5,7,8,10    Goal 2:1,2,3   Goal 3:4,6    Goal 4:1,3,4 

 

GLE’s or CLE’s:  R1D.7.a-b, R1H.7.a,  LS1B,  RL1.a,   LS1.b 

Essential Vocabulary:  Review/Re-teach previous vocabulary 

Assessment Activity: 
Performance Event:  Revised written work of choice 

 

Mid Unit Assessment:  AR quizzes 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Reassessment over skills with 

CARS 

Evaluation: 

Performance Event:  Students will choose one of 

their pieces of writing, develop a plan for 

improvement and then revise and edit a final draft.  It 

can be a Revised or New Realistic Fiction, revised 

Literary Essay, or revised Argument Essay. 
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Mid Unit Assessment:  Students will continue to 

read and work on an independent goal that will assess 

their current level of thinking within their texts. 

 

End of Unit Assessment:  Students will take a post 

test of the pre-test taken at the beginning of the year 

to assess their improvement in the 12 essential skills 

of ELA. 

 

Learning Activity: 
 

 Think Pair Share 

 Peer Conference with Writing Tasks 

 STAR 

 Exit Slips/Quick checks 

 Collaborative Discussion 
 

Guiding Question: 
 

 What have we learned about diversity through reading and writing literature? 

 

Resources: Scholastic Scope Online Resources, Easybib 

 

Enrichment Exercises: BrainPop, MobyMax 

 

Correction Exercises: BrainPop, USA TestPrep, Small group-Teacher led instruction 

 

Special Needs: Accommodations and modifications based on IEP’s and 504’s 
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Grade 8 
 

Course Description 
Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

Grade 8 Curriculum Units 
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Course Description: 
 
8th Grade English Language Arts is a sequential course within the 5-8 programs. Instruction supports and 
enhances techniques for analyzing literature, as well as, developing skills in the following areas: grammar, 
composition, speaking/listening, library skills, critical thinking skills, and vocabulary. The course is designed to 
familiarize the student with the communication skills, which are central to both cognitive and social 
development. The course expands the student’s knowledge of the human experience through exposure to 
quality literature, sharpen the student’s ability to communicate through writing, oral, and visual means, 
develop the student’s skills to gather manipulate data and information using current technology, and intensify 
the student’s ability to utilize higher-level critical thinking skills. 
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Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 

Strand: Reading Informational Text 

Strand:  Reading Informational Literature 

Topic: Analysis Within or Across Text 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 
Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can analyze how two 

or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentation of key 

information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations 

of facts. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Students will go beyond level three using text of 

unusually high complexity. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can analyze how two 

or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentation of key 

information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations 

of facts. 

 

R.A.C.A. and I.C.E. Strategies 

Note Catchers 

Quick Write 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 
Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can analyze how two or 

more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentation of key information 

by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to provide minimal evidence that they can compare how two 

or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentation of key 

information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations 

of facts. 
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Strand: Reading Literature 

Topic: Analysis Within or Across Text 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to thoroughly analyze relationships among literary 

elements within texts of unusually high complexity representing various 

genres and text types. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Student initiates presentation demonstrating the 

ability to analyze the relationship of literary elements 

using text-to-text, text-to-life examples.  The student 

will use various genres. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to analyze (e.g., by comparing and contrasting) 

relationships among literary elements within texts of moderate-to-high 

complexity representing various genres and text types. 

 

Venn Diagram 

Quick Write 

Analysis of Language Techniques 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to partially analyze relationships among literary 

elements within texts of moderate complexity representing various genres and 

text types. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to minimally identify relationships among literary 

elements within texts of low complexity representing various genres and text 

types. 

 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Writing  

Topic: Argumentative 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 
Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can plan, write, 
revise, and edit full argumentative texts, clearly demonstrating ability to state 
claims about topics or sources; effectively attending to purpose and audience; 
strategically organize ideas by stating a context and focus; include complex 
structures and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; develop strong 
supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration from credible sources; and 
develop an appropriate, well-developed conclusion. 
 

Sample Tasks 

Student initiated argumentative writing.  In addition 

to level three this should include but not be limited 

to:  develop strong supporting evidence with 

elaboration, include a well-developed conclusion. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 
Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can plan, write, 
revise, and edit full argument pieces, demonstrating ability to state claims about 
topics or sources; attend to purpose and audience; organize ideas by stating a 
context and focus; include structures and appropriate transitional strategies for 
coherence; identify supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration from credible 
sources; and develop an appropriate conclusion. 
 

Content Claim Organizer 

On Demand Writing 

Google Share Document with Feedback 

Presentations 

 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 
Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can plan, write, 
revise, and edit argument pieces partially demonstrating ability to state claims 
about topics or sources; partially attending to purpose and audience; organize 
ideas by stating a context and focus; include structures and transitional 
strategies for coherence; develop evidence/reasons and elaboration; and 
develop a conclusion. 
 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 
Students should be able to provide minimal evidence that they can plan, write, 
revise, and edit simple argument pieces, demonstrating minimal ability to state 
a claim about a topic or source; minimally attend to purpose and audience and 
organization of ideas by stating a context and focus; create few structures and 
transitional strategies for coherence or identifying evidence/reasons; and 
include a minimal conclusion. 
 

 

Strand: Writing 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 



 

35 

 

 

 

  

Topic: Summarizing 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to thoroughly summarize central ideas, 

topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures, using supporting ideas and details. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Student initiated thorough summary of central ideas 

topics/subtopics or procedures using supporting ideas 

and details. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to adequately summarize central ideas, 

topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures, using supporting ideas and details. 

 

Quick Write 

Exit Tickets 

Stop and Jot 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to partially summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, 

key events, or procedures, using supporting ideas and details. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

 Students should be able to use details to minimally summarize central ideas, 

topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures. 

 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Writing  

Topic: Informative 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can plan, write, revise, and edit full, complex 

informational/explanatory texts on a topic, thoroughly attending to purpose and audience; and organize ideas by stating 

and maintaining a focus, including structures and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, citing strong 

supporting evidence and elaboration, and providing a well- developed, effective conclusion. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Student goes beyond level 3 

using complex texts and 

thoroughly addressing all 

areas below. In addition, a 

well developed, effective 

conclusion will be included.  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 
Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can plan, write, revise, and edit full 

informational/explanatory text on a topic, attending to purpose and audience; and organize ideas by stating and 

maintaining a focus, including structures and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, citing supporting 

evidence and elaboration, and providing an appropriate conclusion. 

 

Quick Write 

On Demand Writing 

Google Share 

w/Feedback 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can plan, write, revise, and edit 

informational/explanatory text on a topic, occasionally attending to purpose and audience; and organize ideas by 

stating a focus, including structures and transitional strategies for coherence, citing evidence and elaboration, and 

providing a conclusion. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to provide minimal evidence that they can plan, write, revise, and edit full yet simple 

informational/explanatory text on a topic, minimally attending to purpose and audience; and minimally organize ideas 

with underdeveloped focus, simple structures and transitional strategies for coherence, including minimal evidence 

and elaboration, and developing a minimal conclusion. Students should be able to use details to minimally summarize 

central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures. 

 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Reading Literature/Informational Text 

Topic: Cite Text Evidence 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

a complex inference, analysis, interpretation, or conclusion drawn about texts 

of unusually high complexity. 
 

Sample Tasks 

Students will go beyond level three using text of 

unusually high complexity. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to cite sufficient and relevant textual evidence that 

adequately supports a complex inference, analysis, interpretation, or 

conclusion drawn about texts of moderate-to-high complexity. 
 

R.A.C.E  and I.C.E. Strategies 

Note Catchers 

Quick Write 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to cite relevant textual evidence to support a simple 

inference, analysis, interpretation, or conclusion drawn about texts of moderate 

complexity. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to Identify textual evidence that minimally supports a 

basic idea drawn about texts of low complexity. 

 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Reading  Literature/Informational Text 

Topic: Language Use 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can evaluate or 

interpret the impact or intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of 

contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word choices on 

reader interpretation of texts of unusually high complexity. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Students provide thorough evidence of evaluation, 

interpretation, of literary devices or connotative 

meaning using high complexity texts above level 

three. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can determine 

or interpret the impact or intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of 

contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word choices on 

reader interpretation of texts of moderate-to-high complexity. 

 

Analysis of Language Techniques 

I Say You Say 

Distinguish between Connotative/Denotative 

meanings.  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can determine or 

interpret the impact or intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of 

contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word choices on 

reader interpretation of texts of moderate complexity. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to provide minimal evidence that they can identify the 

impact or intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of contextually 

used words and phrases and the impact of those word choices on reader 

interpretation of texts of low complexity. 

 

 

Strand: RI/RL/Writing 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand:  Writing 

Topic: Narrative 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 
Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can write well-
developed narrative texts demonstrating use of multiple, specific narrative 
strategies, structures, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; and 
use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to convey experiences or authors' craft appropriate to purpose, 
including a conclusion that reflects on the narrated experience. 
 

Sample Tasks 

Student initiated well developed narrative text 

demonstrating use of multiple, specific, narrative 

strategies and structures 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 
Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can write multi- 
paragraph narrative texts demonstrating use of specific narrative strategies, 
structures, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; and use 
precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language, 
to convey experiences or authors' craft appropriate to purpose, including a 
conclusion that reflects on the narrated experience. 
 

Quick Write 

Google Share Doc with Feedback 

Free Verse Narrative Poems 

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 
Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can write 
narrative text demonstrating use of specific narrative strategies, structures, 
and transitional strategies for coherence; and occasionally use precise words 
and phrases, descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences 
or authors' craft appropriate to purpose, including a conclusion. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 
Students should be able to provide minimal evidence that they can write 
narrative text demonstrating use of narrative strategies, structures, and 
occasional transitional strategies for coherence; and use minimal descriptive 
details and minimal sensory language to convey experiences or authors' craft 
appropriate to purpose, including a minimal conclusion. 
 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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Strand: Reading  Informational Text 

Topic: Text Structures/Features 

Level: 8 

Score 

4.0 

 

Students should be able to provide thorough evidence that they can relate 

knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of texts of 

unusually high complexity and thoroughly compare/analyze the impact of 

those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 

Sample Tasks 

Using high complexity texts – students go beyond 

level 3 and evaluate various text structures and text 

formats, and explain the impact of those choices 

through student initiated presentation. 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

 

Students should be able to provide adequate evidence that they can relate 

knowledge of text structures and genre- specific features or formats of texts of 

moderate-to-high complexity and adequately compare/analyze the impact of 

those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 

Text – to – Text 

Analyze structure, features, and formats and how 

it conveys meaning.   

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content     

Score 

2.0 

 

Students should be able to provide partial evidence that they can relate 

knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of texts of 

moderate complexity and partially compare/analyze the impact of those 

choices on meaning or presentation. 

 

 

1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content.  

Score 

1.0 

 

Students should be able to demonstrate minimal knowledge of text structures 

and genre-specific features or formats of texts of low complexity and 

minimally compare/analyze the impact of those choices on meaning or 

presentation. 

 

 

Grade 8 Communication Arts Proficiency Scales 
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT TEMPLATE 

Content Area:  English Language Arts 
Course Name: 

ELA 
Grade: 

8 
Timeline: 

8 weeks 

Unit Title 

U1:  War Coming Close to Home 

U2:  Why do people flee home? 

U3:  Free Verse Inside Out and Back Again poems 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  In this module, students will develop their ability to read 

and understand complex text as they consider the challenges of characters.   

 

Students will:  

 analyze how critical incidents reveal the dynamic nature of the main character  

 consider the impact of specific word choice on tone and meaning 

 build their ability to infer and analyze text both in discussion and through writing  

 read informational texts that convey universal themes of characters’ experiences across various times 

and cultures  

 focus on how particular incidents move the story forward and reveal aspects of the main character  

 work in research groups to study these experiences from several cultures  

 will write two free verse narrative poems that capture universal experiences 

Primary Texts:  “Inside Out and Back Again” by Thanhha Lai 

                            “The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton (Texts may change according to need) 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

  

X            

Equity  

X 

Research  

X 

Technology  

X 

Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

 

X 

1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

 

X 

2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

 

X 

3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

 

X 

4. Homework & Practice 

 

X 

5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

 

X 

6. Cooperative 

Learning 

 

X 

7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

 

X 

8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

 

X 

9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

 10. Other     

Missouri Learning Standards: 

Unit 1:  RI. 8.1, RI. 8.2, RI. 8.4, RL. 8.1, RL. 8.2, RL. 8.3, RL. 8.4, L. 8.4, SL. 8.1, W. 8.9 

Unit 2:  RI. 8.1, RI. 8.2, RI. 8.3, RI. 8.4, RI. 8.5, RI. 8.8, RI. 8.10, RL. 8.1, RL. 8.2, RL. 8.3, L. 8.4, L. 8.5, RL. 

8.6a, RL. 8.11, SL. 8.1, W. 8.2, W. 8.4, W. 8.5, W. 8.7, W. 8.9 

Unit 3:  RL. 8.2, L. 8.1, L. 8.2, L. 8.5, SL. 8.1, W. 8.3, W. 8.4a, W. 8.5, W. 8.7, W. 8.9,  

Process Standards: 

CA 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Goal 1: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Goal 2: 1, 2, 3, 4  

Goal 3: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Goal 4: 1, 3, 4 

GLE’s or CLE’s: 

R1H.8.a-c, f-i/R2C.8.a-i, R2C.8.a, R2C.8.b, R1H.8.b, R1H.8.i, R2C.8.f-i, R1E.8.a-c, R3C.8.j, 

R1I.8.a/R2A.8.b, R2C.8.c, ICTL4A.8, R1H.8.a-c,f-i/R3C.8.a-l, R1H.8.b,i, R3C8.k, R1E.8.a-e,j, R3A.8, 

R3C.8.l, ICTL4C.8a, R1D.8.a-b/R1H.8.a, W3A.8a, W2B.8.a/W2A.8.a-b/W2C.8.a-b,e, W2D.8.a-b, W2E.8.d 
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Essential Vocabulary: 

Allusions, analogy, analyze, argumentative, bias, characterization, citation, claim, connotation/denotation, 

elaborate, evaluate, evidence, explanatory/informative, expository, generalize, imagery/sensory, inference, 

irony, literal/figurative, memoir, paraphrase, point of view, relevant/irrelevant, stereotype, style, support, 

symbolism, theme, transition words, satire, textual evidence, thesis, works cited 

Assessment Activity: 

 

Mid-Unit 1:  Students will read a poem and answer 

selected-response questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Unit 1:  Students will analyze how the tone of 

each text contributes to the overall meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Unit 2:  Students will read an unfamiliar 

informational text and then answer a range of literal 

and inferential text-dependent questions. 

 

End of Unit 2:  Students will explain aspects of a 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Unit 3:  Students will use their Research Guides 

and their poem graphic organizer to write a poem. 

 

End of Unit 3:  Students will draft another poem using 

a graphic organizer to help them plan. 

 

 

 

Evaluation: 

 

Mid-Unit 1:  Student will analyze the poem for the 

author’s word choice, tone, and meaning.  Questions 

will include determining word meaning from context.  

Then, they will write a paragraph in response to a 

prompt and describe a character: her traits, values, or 

beliefs.  They will write a paragraph in which they 

explain their current understanding of a character, 

using specific evidence from the text to support their 

analysis. 

 

End of Unit 1:  Students will use their strongest 

evidence from two poems to write two paragraphs in 

which they analyze each text in a paragraph.  They 

will respond to the following prompt: “In this text, 

what is the message each author is intending to 

convey?  Explain how specific word choices help 

create a tone that contributes to the text’s meaning.” 

 

Mid-Unit 2:  Students will answer questions in the 

form of selected-response items, a graphic organizer, 

and short constructed-response items.  They will also 

cite the strongest text-based evidence to support their 

answers. 

 

End of Unit 2:  Students will respond to this specific 

prompt.  Students will choose the strongest evidence 

from the informational texts and the novel to 

construct an informational literary analysis. 

 

Mid-Unit 3:  Students will write their best first draft 

of a poem. 

 

 

End of Unit 3:  Students will draft their poem and 

share the experiences that the refugee might feel in 

adapting and mourning while adjusting to his or her 

new home. 

 

Final Performance Task:  Students will collaborate in 

research teams to research the experiences of refugees 

of a specific culture.  They then will draw upon the 

research, as well as their study of the novel and the 
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Final Performance Task:  Students will draw upon 

their study and will write two research-based poems 

that reflect the aspect of a refugee experience. 

informational texts, to write two poems.  The first 

poem is based on the research conducted.  The second 

poem is aligned with students’ individual 

interpretation of informational text, as well as their 

own background knowledge and experiences.  The 

students will have the opportunity to revise, edit, and 

share their two poems within the classroom and with 

other research teams. 

Learning Activity – Guiding Questions And Big Ideas: 

 

Learning activities include but aren’t limited to:  

 admit and exit tickets  

 concentric circles (inner/outer circle) 

 fishbowl 

 gallery walk 

 think-pair-share 

 jigsaw 

 guided and independent practice 

 

GQU1:  How do critical incidents reveal character?   What common themes are universal to the characters’ 

experiences?  How can we tell powerful stories about characters’ and people’s experiences? 

 

GQU2:  How do critical incidents reveal character? What common themes are universal to the characters’ 

experiences?  

 

GQU3:  What common themes unify the characters through their experiences?  How can we tell powerful 

stories about characters’ and  people’s experiences? 

Resources:  

 Thanhha Lai, Inside Out & Back Again (New York: HarperCollins, 2011), ISBN: 978-0-061-9678-3. 

 Joseph Shapiro and Sandra Bartlett, “Forgotten Ship: A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell,” transcript, 

National Public Radio, August 31, 2010. 

 Fox Butterfield, “Panic Rises in Saigon, but the Exits Are Few,” New York Times, April 1975. 

 S.E. Hinton, The Outsiders (New York: Puffin, 1997), ISBN: 9780140385724 

 Edgar Allan Poe, Tell-Tale Heart (New York: McDougal Little, 2005), ISBN-13: 978-0618601363 

 

      (Texts may change according to need.) 

Enrichment Exercises:  Content Connections:  This module is designed to address English Language Arts 

standards.  However, the module intentionally incorporates Social Studies content. 

 

Correction Exercises:  Any student has the option to revise any writing assessment so as to earn a better score 

based on Standards Based Grading. 

 

Special Needs:  Any assignments will be adapted and/or modified as needed based on ability, reading level, 

IEP specifications or situations that arise that the teacher deems necessary. 
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT Module 2A  

Content Area:  English Language Arts 
Course Name: 

8
th

 grade ELA 
Grade: 

8 
Timeline: 
8-9 weeks/ 1Q 

Unit Title 

Working With Evidence 

U1:  Taking a Stand 

U2:  Case Study:   

U3:  Performance Task:  Reader’s Theater 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  In this module, students will continue to develop their 

ability to closely read text while studying the theme of taking a stand. 

Students will: 

 Build background knowledge of the theme of taking a stand 

 Engage in narrator’s perspective 

 Analyze craft of forming an argument 

 Engage in a character study by analyzing their actions, words and what other characters say about them 

 Analyze how film remains true to original text as well as how it veers from the original 

 Develop argument writing skills through scaffolded writing lessons 

 Argue the choice of the character’s decisions using citations from the text 

 Select scenes from the text that reveal the message of the theme 

 

Primary Text:   “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee 

                            To Kill a Mockingbird” film directed by Robert Mulligan 

                            Various texts 

                             *Texts may change according to needs. 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

   

X          

Equity  

X 

Research  

X 

Technology  

X 

Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

 

X 

1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

 

X 

2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

 

X 

3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

 

X 

4. Homework & Practice 

 

X 

5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

 6. Cooperative 

Learning 

 

X 

7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

 

X 

8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

 

X 

9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

 10. Other     

 MO Learning Standards (Content Standards) 

Unit 1:  RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.7, RI.8.8, RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.7, RL.8.9, 

L.8.3, L.8.4, L.8.5a, SL.8.1 

Unit 2: RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.6, RL.8.7, W.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.3 W.8.4, W.8.5, 

W.8.9a, W.8.11b, L.8.1, L.8.2a, L.8.2b, SL.8.1 

Unit 3:  RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, W.8.3, W.8.4 W.8.5 W.8.9, W.8.11 

Process Standards: 

CA 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Goal 1: 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10 

Goal 2:  1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 

Goal 4:  4, 5,  
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GLE’s or CLE’s: 

R1H.8.a-c, f-i/R2C.8.a-i/R3A.8 

R1H.8a-c, f-i/R3C.8.a-i 

W2B.8.a/W2A.a-b/W2C.8.a-b 

 

Essential Vocabulary: 
taking a stand, advantages, disadvantages, characteristics, evaluate, objectively summarize, perspective, 

conflicting viewpoints, allusion, inference, connotation, denotation, narrative, story arc, plot, exposition, 

setting, rising action, conflict, climax, resolution, chronological, applicable, vocabulary square, infer, render, 

compare, contrast, faithful, depart, evaluation/evaluate, themes, figurative language, irony, literally, argument, 

coherent, relevant evidence, counterclaim, conflicting viewpoint, analyze, logical, claim, argument, relevant, 

compelling reasons, collaborative, productive 

 

Assessment Activity: 

Mid Unit 1:  Analyzing excerpts from text. 

 

 

 

End Unit 1:  Analyzing author’s craft in: allusions, 

text structure, connections to traditional themes, and 

use of figurative language. 

 

Mid-Unit 2:  Text to film and perspective comparison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Unit 2:  Argument Essay:  Taking a stand 

 

 

 

Mid Unit 3:  Readers Theater Scene Selection 

 

 

 

 

End Unit 3:Readers Theater Commentary 

 

 

 

 

Final Performance Task: Narrative Writing 

Evaluation: 

Mid-Unit 1:  Students will read excerpts and 

determine central idea and analyze its development 

through the text. 

 

End Unit 1:  Students will analyze the meaning and 

structure a passage and contrast it to another passage 

or poem. 

 

Mid-Unit 2:  Students will summarize the scene in the 

text, then view the film version and compare how the 

film version remains true or veers from the original 

text.  Students will also evaluate the choices made by 

the actors or directors in the film.  Finally, students 

will analyze how the reader’s perspective of the scene 

differs from the characters’ thinking specifically 

about what the reader knows that the characters may 

not know. 

 

End Unit 2:  Answer the question and cite evidence 

from a given novel.   Now that you have read the 

whole text, what do you think? 

 

Mid Unit 3: Students will write a short justification of 

why they chose the scene they did and explain how 

their passage develops the main idea of the anchor 

quote. 

 

End Unit 3:  Students will write a commentary on 

how their individual script is a response to the 

passage and how it connects to and diverges from the 

novel. 

 

Final Performance Task:  Students will write a 

Narrative. 
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Learning Activity – Guiding Questions and Big Ideas: 

 

Learning activities include but are not limited to: 

 Gallery Walk 

 Annotating Text 

 Text-Dependent Questions 

 Close Reading 

 Chalk Talk 

 Think-(Write)-Pair-Share 

 Summary Writing 

 Exit Tickets 

 Vocabulary Square 

 Quick Write 

 Note-catchers 

 Four Corners 

 Peer Edit-Praise/Question/Suggest 

 Reader’s Theater 

 Fishbowl 

 Jigsaw 

 

GQU1:  How does taking a stand in small ways show integrity? 

              Is it worth taking a stand for one’s self?  For others? 

 

GQU2:  Is it worth taking a stand for one’s self?  For others? 

              Does it make sense for characters to take a stand? 

              What do we know that some of the characters don’t? 

              How do film and text differ in impact on audience? 

 

GQU3:  How does taking a stand in small ways show integrity? 

              Is it worth taking a stand for one’s self?  For others?              

Resources:  

 Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (New York: Warner Books, 1982), ISBN: 978-0-446-31486-2 

 Shirley Chisholm, “Equal Rights for Women,” speech made on May 21, 1969. 

 Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech made in May 1851. 

 Lyndon Johnson, “The Great Society,” speech made on May 22, 1964. 

 To Kill a Mockingbird, film directed by Robert Mulligan (and starring Gregory Peck), 1962. 

 Robert Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays,” 1966. 

 Robert Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays,” 1966. 

 Ella Wheeler Wilcox, “Solitude,” 1883. 

      *Texts may change according to needs. 

Enrichment Exercises: Content Connections to Theme 1:  Individual development and Cultural Identity and 

theme 5: Development and Transformation of Social Structures.  A list of extension readings will be given to 

all students as interested or requested. 

 

Correction Exercises:  Any writing assessment has an option to be revised to turn in for a better score based on 

Standards Based Grading. 

 

Special Needs:  Any assignments will be adapted and/or modified as needed based on ability, reading level, 

IEP specifications or situations that arise that the teacher deems necessary. 
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT MODULE 3B 

Content Area:  English Language Arts 
Course Name: 

E.L.A.  
Grade: 

8 
Timeline: 

8 weeks 

Unit Title 

U1:  Understanding Perspectives 

U2:  The Media as Storytellers 

U3:  Life’s Journeys 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  
  

In this module, students will study how the role of the various mediums in shape perceptions of events. 

Students will: 

 Build background knowledge as they study the history of segregation.  

 Analyze the role of various mediums (photographs, speeches, television reports, newspaper articles, 

etc.).   

 Analyze how various mediums may illuminate a story or provide an inaccurate or incomplete picture of 

a story. 

 Consider what choices an author makes when telling a story.  

 Present and reflect upon a short narrative based on an informational text and a photograph. 

 Apply their understanding of narrative structure and language techniques.  

Primary Text:  Warriors Don’t Cry and other resources as listed below. (Texts may change according to 

need) 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

  

X            

Equity  

X 

Research  

X 

Technology  

X 

Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

 

X 

1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

 

X 

2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

 

X 

3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

 

X 

4. Homework & Practice 

 

X 

5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

 

X 

6. Cooperative 

Learning 

 

X 

7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

 

X 

8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

 

X 

9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

 10. Other     

Missouri Learning Standards: 

Unit 1:  RI. 8.1, RI. 8.2, RI. 8.4, RI. 8.6 RI. 8.9 RL. 8.3, SL. 8.1 

Unit 2:  RI. 8.1, RI. 8.2, RI. 8.3, RI. 8.4, RI. 8.7, RI. 8.8, RI. 8.9, RL. 8.3, L. 8.1a, L. 8.2c,  L. 8.3 L.8.4,         

L. 8.5,W. 8.2,W. 8.5, W. 8.8, W. 8.9 

Unit 3:  RI. 8.1, RI. 8.2 RL. 8.3, L. 8.1, L. 8.1a, L, 8.1d, L. 8.5 SL. 8.4, W. 8.1, W. 8.2  

Process Standards: 

CA 1, CA 2, CA 3, CA 4, CA 5, CA 6, CA 7 

Goal 1: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Goal 2: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Goal 3: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 

Goal 4: 1, 3, 4 
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GLE’s: 

R2C.8.a, R2C.8.b, R1H.8.a-c,f-I, R3C.8.a-l, R1H.8.b,I, R1E.8.a-c, R3A.8, W3A.8.a, W1A.8.a-e, W2A.8.a-b   

ICTL1A.8.a-d,g-h, W3A.8.a-d, LS2A.5 

 

Essential Vocabulary:  

Allusions, analogy, analyze, argumentative, bias, characterization, citation, claim, connotation/denotation, 

elaborate, evaluate, evidence, explanatory/informative, expository, generalize, imagery/sensory, inference, 

irony, literal/figurative, memoir, paraphrase, point of view, relevant/irrelevant, stereotype, style, support, 

symbolism, theme, transition words, satire, textual evidence, thesis, works cited 
 

Assessment Activity: 

 
Mid-Unit1: Students will write an On –Demand 
response to a prompt discussing conflicting 
interpretation as it is presented in two different texts.  
Students will cite evidence from both texts to support 
their claims.  
 

 

 

 

 

End of Unit 1:  Making Connections between Song 

Lyrics and Texts. Using a Socratic Seminar 

discussion, students will compare lyrics and texts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Unit 2:  Students will participate in a Gallery 

Walk. Students will evaluate and classify Primary 

Sources.  

 

 

 

End of Unit 2:  Students will read an Informational 

Essay and respond.  

 

 

 

 

Mid-Unit 3:  Students will create an Analysis of 

Language Techniques used throughout various 

passages.  

 

 

Evaluation: 

 

• Mid-Unit 1:  Students will analyze two pieces of text 

that in comparison demonstrate conflicting 

interpretations of the same subject, court case, 

and/or event. Students will identify and evaluate the 

claims being made. They will cite text-based 

evidence that provides the strongest support for an 

analysis of literary text. Students will identify where 

the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.  

 

End of Unit 1: Students will participate in small group 

Socratic Seminar discussions that make connections 

between all of the texts they have read throughout the 

unit and lyrics from two songs that were popular 

during the 50’s and 60’s.  Students will set speaking 

goals for themselves before they participate in the 

discussion and will have an opportunity to self-reflect 

on those goals. 

 

 

Mid-Unit 2: Students will participate in a Gallery 

Walk. The items will include pictures and audio from 

the previous unit. They will respond to two to three 

types of mediums and respond to short answer 

questions.  

 

End of Unit 2: Students will use technology to revise 

and edit their responses to the presented Informational 

Essay. The final product will be submitted for 

evaluation.  

 

 

Mid Unit 3: Students will identify the shifts in verb 

voice and mood. Students will evaluate the use of 

active and passive voice to convey meaning. The 

students will connect their responses to the text and 

expand upon the meaning.  
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End of Unit 3:  Students will write an On – Demand 

Writing focusing on the choices of photographs and 

song choices for a film.  

 

 

 

 

 

Final Performance Task:  Students will present their 

individual Photograph and Song Selections Project.  

 
End of Unit 3: Through an On –Demand Writing, students 

will demonstrate their ability to present claims and findings 

in a coherent manner with sound reasoning and well – 

chosen details.  The students work will show a command of 

conventions, and grammar usage. When presenting:  

Students will demonstrate appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 
* Final Performance Task:  Students will have 4 

minutes each to present to the class their 
Photographs and Song Choices for a Film 
Project. The students will demonstrate the ability 
to present and argument, cite evidence, and 
present ideas to an audience 

 

Learning Activity – Guiding Questions And Big Ideas: 
 

Learning Activities include but are not limited to: 

 
 Gallery Walk 

 Annotating Text 

 Close Reading 

 Chalk Talk 

 Think-(Write)-Pair-Share 

 Stop and Jot 

 Exit Tickets 

 Entrance Tickets 

 Quick Write 

 Note-catchers 

 Peer Edit-Praise/Question/Suggest 

 Fishbowl 

 

• GQU1: How do studying diverse sources about the same topic build our understanding? 

 
• GQU2: How can photographs tell a story? 

 
• GQU3:  How can various mediums shape perceptions and outcomes of events?  

 

Resources: 

 Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals 

 Carlotta Walls LaNier, A Mighty Long Way: My Journey to Justice at Little Rock Central High School 

 Plessy v. Ferguson, Supreme Court case 

 Shelley Tougas, Little Rock Girl 1957: How a Photograph Changed the Fight for Integration 
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 “Jim Crow Laws,” National Park Service 

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Address to the first Montgomery Improvement Association 

 NBC News, “John Chancellor reports on the integration at Central High School,” 

Brown v. Board of Education PBS documentary video clip. 

(Texts may change according to students needs.) 

Enrichment Exercises:  Content Connections:  This module is designed to address English Language Arts 

standards.  However, the module intentionally incorporates Social Studies content. 

 

Correction Exercises:  Any student has the option to revise any writing assessment so as to earn a better score 

based on Standards Based Grading. 

 

Special Needs:  Any assignment will be adapted and/or modified as needed based on ability, reading level, IEP 

specifications or situations that arise that the teacher deems necessary. 
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT Module 4 

Content Area:  English Language Arts 
Course Name: 

8
th

 grade ELA 
Grade: 

8 
Timeline: 

8-9 weeks/1 Quarter 

Unit Title 

Sustainability of the US Food Chain 

U1:  Analyzing Author’s Purpose and Evaluating Claims  

U2:  Researching Consequences and Stakeholders  

U3:  Writing a Position Paper:   

 

Learning Objective Essential Course Outcome:  In this module, students: 

 Analyze arguments and the evidence used to support arguments to determine whether sufficient 

evidence has been used and whether the evidence is relevant in support of the claim an author or 

speaker is making 

 Research to gather evidence to make their own spoken and written arguments 

 Engage in a research project in which they investigate consequences of claims 

 Understand the implications of various choices 

 Scaffold their ability to take a stand on a position 

 Writing a position paper explaining their side of the argument 

 Create a visual to state their position 

 

Primary Text:   The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 

                            Various texts 

                             *Text may change according to needs. 

Equity/Workplace Readiness 

   

X           

Equity  

X 

Research  

X 

Technology  

X 

Workplace Readiness 

Skills 

Instructional Method (Strategy) 

 

X 

1. Identify 

similarities/differences 

 

X 

2. Summarizing 

Note Taking 

 

X 

3. Reinforcing 

Effort/Providing Recognition 

 

X 

4. Homework & Practice 

 

X 

5 Nonlinguistic 

Representations 

 

X 

6. Cooperative 

Learning 

 

X 

7. Setting Objectives & 

Providing Feedback 

 

X 

8. Generating &Testing 

Hypothesis 

 

X 

9. Cues, Questions, & 

Advanced Organizers 

 10. Other     

MO Learning Standards (Content Standards) 

RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RI.8.9,  

W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9 

SL.8.2, SL.8.3, SL.8.4, SL.8.5, SL.8.6 

L.8.4a-d, L.8.6 

Process Standards: 
CA: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Goal 1:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

Goal 2:  1, 2, 3, 7 

 

GLE’s or CLE’s: 

R1H.8.a-c, f-i/R2C.8.a-i 

R1E.8.a-c 
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R1I.8.a/R2A.8.b 

R2C.EI.b-c 

R3C.8.a-l 

R3A.8 

W3A.8.a 

W2B.8.a-b/W2A.8.b/W2C.8.a-b, e 

 

Essential Vocabulary: 
Gist, purpose, conflicting, author’s purpose, conflicting evidence and viewpoints, speaker’s purpose, motives, 

evaluate, argument, relevant, irrelevant, sound, sufficient, advocate, persuasively, convince, cascading, 

consequence, paraphrase, stakeholder, greater good,  citation, taking a position, counterclaim, visual 

component, clarify, emphasis, adapt, formal, structure, visual representation, formal style 

Assessment Activity: 

Mid Unit 1:  Analyzing Author’s Purpose in Speed 

and Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End Unit 1:  Evaluating Claims and Advocating 

Persuasively 

 

 

 

 

Mid Unit 2:  Research Simulation 

 

 

 

End Unit 2: Position Speech:   

 

 

Mid Unit 3: Draft Position Paper:   

   

 

End Unit 3: Final Position Paper:  

 

 

Final Performance Task:  Visual Representation of 

Position Paper 

Evaluation: 

Mid Unit 1:  Students analyze the speaker’s purpose 

in a speech and the motives behind the medium the 

speech is presented in.  They also determine the 

meaning of words and analyze the author’s purpose in 

an excerpt.  They identify conflicting viewpoints put 

forward in the excerpt and describe how the author 

responds to those viewpoints. 

 

End Unit 1:  Students evaluate the claims in a speech 

or a new excerpt of the given text for sound 

reasoning, relevant evidence, and irrelevant evidence.  

They also advocate persuasively to answer a given 

question in a fishbowl. 

 

Mid Unit 2:  Students apply the research skills they 

have been learning throughout the unit to answer 

research questions about two new research texts. 

 

End Unit 2: students present a position speech to 

answer the question 

 

Mid Unit 3:  Students draft a position paper to answer 

the given question.   

 

End Unit 3:  Students write a final draft of their 

position to answer the question. 

 

Final Performance Task:  This performance task 

gives students a chance to share their best reading, 

writing and thinking about the given question.  

Students will use a powerful excerpt of their position 

paper, visual components and text features to create a 

poster that shows their claim as well as the evidence 

they used to support their claim 
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Learning Activity – Guiding Questions and Big Ideas: 

 

Learning activities include, but are not limited to: 

 Gallery Walk 

 Annotating Text 

 Text-Dependent Questions 

 Close Reading 

 Chalk Talk 

 Think-(Write)-Pair-Share 

 Summary Writing 

 Exit Tickets 

 Vocabulary Square 

 Quick Write 

 Note-catchers 

 Four Corners 

 Peer Edit-Praise/Question/Suggest 

 Fishbowl 

 Jigsaw 

 

 

GQU1: 

 What is the author’s purpose?  Why did they write that? 

 Has the author or speaker used sufficient relevant evidence and sound reasoning to support his or her 

                              claim? 

 Understanding diverse points of view helps us live in an increasingly diverse society. 

 When putting forward an argument, you need to provide relevant and sufficient evidence to support  

                              your claims. 

GQU2:  

 Which of the author’s ideas are most well supported? 

 What are the consequences of each of the ideas? 

 Which stakeholders are affected by the consequences of each idea? 

 We can make more informed decisions about what decisions we make when we understand those 

processes and the stakeholders affected by the choice we make.  

 When taking a position on an issue, you need to research the consequences and stakeholders affected 

by each option. 

 When putting forward an argument, you need to provide relevant and sufficient evidence to support 

your claims. 

GQU3: 

 Which of the author’s choices is the best solution? 

 What are the consequences of each of the choices? 

 Which stakeholders are affected by the consequences of choice? 

 When taking a position on an issue, you need to research the consequences and stakeholders affected 

by each option. 

 When putting forward an argument, you need to provide relevant and sufficient evidence to support 

your claims. 
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Resources: 

 Michael Pollan, Young Readers Edition: The Omnivores Dilemma (New York: The Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 2009), 

ISBN: 978-0-8037-3500-2.  

 Students conduct internet research 

*Texts may change according to needs..  
 

Enrichment Exercises:  This module is designed to address ELA standards.  However, the module intentionally 

incorporates Social Studies and science content. 

 

Correction Exercises: Any assessment has an option to be revised to turn in for a better score based on 

Standards Based Grading. 

 

Special Needs: Any assignments will be adapted and/or modified as needed based on ability, reading level, 

IEP specifications or situations that arise that the teacher deems necessary. 
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Appendix 
 

Grade 7 Learning Activities 
Character Chart 

Group Interview-Membership Grid 
Lit Circle Weekly Response Sheet 

Picking Slips for Books 
Pre-Reading Activity 

Prezi Address-Lit Circles 
Seedfolks Themes Worksheet Answer Key 

Weekly Focus Question Cards 1 

 
Grade 8 Learning Activities 

ABC Brainstorming Review 
BBK Jigsaw Expert Recording Form 

BBK Recording Form 
Close Reading Involves Chart 

Direction Partners 
Fix Up Strategies Bookmark 

Four Square 
Notice and Wonder 

RAFT 
Somebody Wanted But So Then 

Teaching Analogies 
TPCASTT to Help You Do Close Read 

What do you see 
What_SoWhat_Now What 

 

Show Me Standards 
Grades 7-8 Communication Arts GLEs 

Grades 6-12 Communication Arts Common Core State Standards 
Creative Commons License for EngageNY by Expeditionary Learning 

































































  Missouri students must build a 
solid foundation of factual knowledge 
and basic skills in the traditional 
content areas. The statements listed 
here represent such a foundation in 
reading, writing, mathematics, world 
and American history, forms of 
government, geography, science, 
health/physical education and the fine 
arts. This foundation of knowledge and 
skills should also be incorporated into 
courses in vocational education and 
practical arts. Students should acquire 
this knowledge base at various grade 
levels and through various courses of 
study. Each grade level and each 
course sequence should build on the 
knowledge base that students have 
previously acquired.
  These concepts and areas of study 
are indeed significant to success in 
school and in the workplace. However, 
they are neither inclusive nor are they 
likely to remain the same over the 
years. We live in an age in which 
‘‘knowledge’’ grows at an ever-
increasing rate, and our expectations 
for students must keep up with that 
expanding knowledge base.
  Combining what students must 
know and what they must be able to do 
may require teachers and districts to 
adapt their curriculum. To assist 
districts in this effort, teachers from 
across the state are developing 
curriculum frameworks in each of the 
content areas. These frameworks show 
how others might balance concepts and 
abilities for students at the elementary, 
middle and secondary levels. These 
models, however, are only resources. 
Missouri law assures local control of 
education. Each district has the 
authority to determine the content of 
its curriculum, how it will be organized 
and how it will be presented.

KNOWLEDGE + PERFORMANCE = ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Communication Arts
In Communication Arts, students in Missouri public schools 
will acquire a solid foundation which includes knowledge of and 
proficiency in

1. speaking and writing standard English (including 
  grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling, capitalization)
2. reading and evaluating fiction, poetry and drama
3. reading and evaluating nonfiction works and 
  material (such as biographies, newspapers, technical 
  manuals)
4. writing formally (such as reports, narratives, essays) 
  and informally (such as outlines, notes)
5. comprehending and evaluating the content and 
  artistic aspects of oral and visual presentations 
  (such as story-telling, debates, lectures, multi-media 
  productions)
6. participating in formal and informal presentations 
  and discussions of issues and ideas
7. identifying and evaluating relationships between 
  language and culture

Social Studies
In Social Studies, students in Missouri public schools will 
acquire a solid foundation which includes knowledge of

1. principles expressed in the documents shaping 
  constitutional democracy in the United States
2. continuity and change in the history of Missouri, the 
  United States and the world
3. principles and processes of governance systems
4. economic concepts (including productivity and the 
  market system) and principles (including the laws of 
  supply and demand)
5. the major elements of geographical study and 
  analysis (such as location, place, movement, regions) 
  and their relationships to changes in society and 
  environment
6. relationships of the individual and groups to 
  institutions and cultural traditions
7. the use of tools of social science inquiry (such as 
  surveys, statistics, maps, documents)

Mathematics
In Mathematics, students in Missouri public schools will 
acquire a solid foundation which includes knowledge of

1. addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; 
  other number sense, including numeration and 
  estimation; and the application of these operations 
  and concepts in the workplace and other situations
2. geometric and spatial sense involving measurement 
  (including length, area, volume), trigonometry, and 
  similarity and transformations of shapes
3. data analysis, probability and statistics
4. patterns and relationships within and among 
  functions and algebraic, geometric and trigonometric 
  concepts
5. mathematical systems (including real numbers, 
  whole numbers, integers, fractions), geometry, and 
  number theory (including primes, factors, multiples)
6. discrete mathematics (such as graph theory, counting 
  techniques, matrices)

Fine Arts
In Fine Arts, students in Missouri public schools will acquire 
a solid foundation which includes knowledge of

1. process and techniques for the production, exhibition 
  or performance of one or more of the visual or 
  performed arts
2. the principles and elements of different art forms
3. the vocabulary to explain perceptions about and 
  evaluations of works in dance, music, theater and 
  visual arts
4. interrelationships of visual and performing arts and the 
  relationships of the arts to other disciplines
5. visual and performing arts in historical and cultural 
  contexts

Science
In Science, students in Missouri public schools will acquire a 
solid foundation which includes knowledge of
1. properties and principles of matter and energy
2. properties and principles of force and motion
3. characteristics and interactions of living organisms
4. changes in ecosystems and interactions of organisms 
  with their environments
5. processes (such as plate movement, water cycle, air 
  flow) and interactions of Earth’s biosphere, 
  atmosphere, lithosphere and hydrosphere
6. composition and structure of the universe and the 
  motions of the objects within it
7. processes of scientific inquiry (such as formulating 
  and testing hypotheses)
8. impact of science, technology and human activity on 
  resources and the environment

Health/Physical Education
In Health/Physical Education, students in Missouri public 
schools will acquire a solid foundation which includes 
knowledge of

1. structures of, functions of, and relationships among 
  human body systems
2. principles and practices of physical and mental health 
  (such as personal health habits, nutrition, stress 
  management)
3. diseases and methods for prevention, treatment and 
  control
4. principles of movement and physical fitness
5. methods used to assess health, reduce risk factors, 
  and avoid high-risk behaviors (such as violence, 
  tobacco, alcohol and other drug use)
6. consumer health issues (such as the effects of mass 
  media and technologies on safety and health)
7. responses to emergency situations
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KNOWLEDGE + PERFORMANCE = ACADEMIC SUCCESS

   ll Missourians are eager to ensure that graduates of  
    Missouri’s public schools have the knowledge, skills and 
competencies essential to leading productive, fulfilling and 
successful lives as they continue their education, enter the 
workforce and assume their civic responsibilities. Schools need to 
establish high expectations that will challenge all students. To 
that end, the Outstanding Schools Act of 1993 called together 
master teachers, parents and policy-makers from around the state 
to create Missouri academic standards. These standards are the 
work of that group.
  The standards are built around the belief that the success of 
Missouri’s students depends on both a solid foundation of 
knowledge and skills and the ability of students to apply their 
knowledge and skills to the kinds of problems and decisions they 
will likely encounter after they graduate.   
  The academic standards incorporate and strongly promote 
the understanding that active, hands-on learning will benefit 
students of all ages. By integrating and applying basic knowledge 
and skills in practical and challenging ways across all disciplines, 
students experience learning that is more engaging and 
motivating. Such learning stays in the mind long after the tests 
are over and acts as a springboard to success beyond the classroom.
  These standards for students are not a curriculum. Rather, 
the standards serve as a blueprint from which local school 
districts may write challenging curriculum to help all students 
achieve. Missouri law assures local control of education. Each 
school district will determine how its curriculum will be 
structured and the best methods to implement that curriculum 
in the classroom.

Authority for the Show-Me Standards: Section 160.514, Revised Statutes of Missouri,
and the Code of State Regulations, 5 CSR 50-375.100.

Note to Readers: What should high school graduates in Missouri know 
and be able to do? The Missourians who developed these standards wrestled with 
that question. In the end, they agreed that ‘‘knowing’’ and ‘‘doing’’ are actually two 
sides of the same coin. To perform well in school or on the job, one must have a 
good foundation of basic knowledge and skills. Equally important, though, is the 
ability to use and apply one’s knowledge in real-life situations.
  These standards (73 in all) are intended to define what students should learn 
by the time they graduate from high school. On this side are 33 ‘‘performance’’ 
standards, listed under four broad goals. On the reverse side are 40 ‘‘knowledge’’ 
standards, listed in six subject areas. Taken together, they are intended to estab-
lish higher expectations for students throughout the Show-Me State. These 
standards do not represent everything a student will or should learn. However, 
graduates who meet these standards should be well-prepared for further educa-
tion, work and civic responsibilities.

GOAL 2

Students in Missouri public schools will acquire the knowledge and 
skills to communicate effectively within and beyond the classroom.

Students will demonstrate within and integrate across all content areas the 
ability to

1. plan and make written, oral and visual presentations for a variety of 
  purposes and audiences
2. review and revise communications to improve accuracy and clarity
3. exchange information, questions and ideas while recognizing the 
  perspectives of others
4. present perceptions and ideas regarding works of the arts, humanities 
  and sciences
5. perform or produce works in the fine and practical arts
6. apply communication techniques to the job search and to the workplace
7. use technological tools to exchange information and ideas

GOAL 1

Students in Missouri public schools will acquire the knowledge and 
skills to gather, analyze and apply information and ideas.

Students will demonstrate within and integrate across all content areas the 
ability to

 1. develop questions and ideas to initiate and refine research
 2. conduct research to answer questions and evaluate information and ideas
 3. design and conduct field and laboratory investigations to study 
   nature and society
 4. use technological tools and other resources to locate, select and 
   organize information
 5. comprehend and evaluate written, visual and oral presentations and 
   works
 6. discover and evaluate patterns and relationships in information, 
   ideas and structures
 7. evaluate the accuracy of information and the reliability of its sources
 8. organize data, information and ideas into useful forms (including 
   charts, graphs, outlines) for analysis or presentation
 9. identify, analyze and compare the institutions, traditions and art 
   forms of past and present societies
10. apply acquired information, ideas and skills to different contexts as 
   students, workers, citizens and consumers

GOAL 4

Students in Missouri public schools will acquire the knowledge and 
skills to make decisions and act as responsible members of society.

Students will demonstrate within and integrate across all content areas the 
ability to

1. explain reasoning and identify information used to support decisions
2. understand and apply the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in 
  Missouri and the United States
3. analyze the duties and responsibilities of individuals in societies
4. recognize and practice honesty and integrity in academic work and in  
  the workplace
5. develop, monitor and revise plans of action to meet deadlines and 
  accomplish goals
6. identify tasks that require a coordinated effort and work with others to 
  complete those tasks
7. identify and apply practices that preserve and enhance the safety and 
  health of self and others
8. explore, prepare for and seek educational and job opportunities

GOAL 3

Students in Missouri public schools will acquire the knowledge and 
skills to recognize and solve problems.

Students will demonstrate within and integrate across all content areas the 
ability to

1. identify problems and define their scope and elements
2. develop and apply strategies based on ways others have prevented or 
  solved problems
3. develop and apply strategies based on one’s own experience in 
  preventing or solving problems
4. evaluate the processes used in recognizing and solving problems
5. reason inductively from a set of specific facts and deductively from 
  general premises
6. examine problems and proposed solutions from multiple perspectives
7. evaluate the extent to which a strategy addresses the problem
8. assess costs, benefits and other consequences of proposed solutions
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1 

Communication Arts Grade Level Expectations 
 

The Communication Arts Grade Level Expectations document is an updated version of the March, 2004 K-12 Communication Arts 
Grade Level Expectations. Missouri educators from across the state, representing education from the primary grades through the 
college level, met numerous times to carefully examine the current Grade Level Expectations and make suggestions to update that 
document.  This is the result of their discussion and study.   
 
Please note: 

 In several instances, the difference is a change in location, rather than a change in the GLE itself. 
 All Communication Arts content may be assessed at the grade level where it appears. 
 Teachers are responsible for content up to—and including—that which appears at the grade level they teach.  This document 

represents a continuum of instruction, so teachers must be familiar with GLEs leading up to their grade level so that they may 
scaffold instruction for students missing requisite skills. 

 The GLE Update and Review Committees addressed only Reading and Writing.  
 
An asterisk (*) is used to indicate GLEs that are locally assessed. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The Information Literacy strand will be revised during the 2008-2009 school year.  The existing 
version is included at the end of this document and includes grades K-12.  While the Information Literacy GLEs are 
under revision, teachers are responsible for the content in the existing version. 
 
Sources:  7 Keys to Comprehension:  How to Help Your Kids Read It and Get It! (Zimmerman, Susan and Chryse Hutchins, 
Heinemann Publishers); Apprenticeship in Literacy:  Transitions Across Reading and Writingi (Dorn, Linda, Stenhouse Publishers); 
Glossary of Terms (NAEP Reading Framework); Information Literacy Strands for Student Learning:  Standards and Indicators 
(American Association of School Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and Technology, 1998); Literary 
Devices (Jay Braiman, 2003,2006); Mosaic of Thought (Zimmerman, Susan and Ellin Keene, Heinemann Publishers); NETS for 
Students (International Society for Technology in Education, National Educational Technology Standards for Students); Scaffolding 
Young Writers:  A Writer’s Workshop Approach (Dorn, Linda, Stenhouse Publishers); Shaping Literate Minds:  Developing Self-
Regulated Learners (Dorn, Linda, Stenhouse Publishers); Strategies that Work:  Teaching Comprehension to Enhance Understanding 
(Harvey, Stephanie and Anne Goudvis, Stenhouse Publishers); Units of Study for Primary Writing (Calkins, Lucy, Heinemann 
Publishers); Units of Study for Teaching Writing Grades 3-5 (Calkins, Lucy, Heinemann Publishers). 
 
  

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
October, 2008



Reading  

2 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A 
* Demonstrate 

basic concepts of 
print: 
a. directionality 

left to right, 
return sweep, 
top and 
bottom 

b. understanding 
that the story 
is in the print 

c. word by word 
matching 

d. distinction 
between letter 
and word 

* Demonstrate 

concepts of print: 
a. upper- and 

lower-case 
letters 

b. first and last 
letters in 
words 

c. directionality in 
letter and 
word order 

d. punctuation 
has meaning 

       

P
ri

n
t 

C
o

n
c
e

p
ts

 

DOK 1 1        

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6        

B 
* Develop ability 

to recognize 
sounds 
(phonemes) in 
words (phonemic 
awareness): 
a. recognize 

rhyming words 
b. isolate 

consonant 
sounds 

c. hear and say 
onset and rime 

d. hear and say 
spoken 
phonemes 

 

* Demonstrate 

ability to use 
phonemes to 
construct words: 
a. produce 

rhyming words 
b. separate and 

say sounds in 
words 

c. blend sounds 
to form words 

d. replace 
beginning and 
ending sounds 
to form new 
words 

 
 

       

P
h

o
n

e
m

ic
 A

w
a

re
n

e
s
s
 

DOK 1 2        

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6        

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

3 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

C 
* Develop 

alphabet and 
phonics 
knowledge:  
a. identify letters 
b. say sounds 

associated 
with letters  

c.  write letter 
that goes with 
consonant 
sound 

* Develop and 

apply decoding 
strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown  words 
when reading 
grade level 
instructional text  
 

* Develop and 

apply decoding 
strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
grade level 
instructional text 
 
 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
independently 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Apply decoding 

strategies to 
“problem-solve” 
unknown words 
when reading 
when needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P
h

o
n

ic
s
 

DOK 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.6 

D 
* Read simple 

text 
a. containing a 

small bank of 
high-
frequency 
words  

b. consisting of 
environment
al print 

*  Read grade-

level  
 instructional text 
a. by 

developing 
automaticity 
of an 
increasing 
core of high-
frequency 
words  

b. with 
appropriate 
phrasing and 
expression 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
with fluency, 
accuracy and 
expression 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 
 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 

* Read grade-

level  
instructional text 
a. with fluency, 

accuracy and 
expression 

b. adjusting 
reading rate 
to difficulty 
and type of 
text 

 

F
lu

e
n

c
y
 

DOK 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 CA 2, 3, 1.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

4 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

E 
* Develop 

vocabulary by 
listening to and 
discussing 
unknown words in 
stories 

* Develop 

vocabulary by 
reading, listening 
to, and discussing 
unknown words in 
stories using  
a. root words  
b. word chunks 
c. context clues 

* Develop 

vocabulary by 
reading, listening 
to, and discussing 
unknown words in 
stories using   
a. root words  
b. classroom 

resources 
c. context clues 
 
 
 
 
 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. root words  
b. synonyms 

and 
antonyms 

c. context clues 
d. glossary 
e. dictionary, 

with 
assistance 

 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. root words 

and affixes 
b. synonyms 

and 
antonyms 

c. context clues 
d. glossary and 

dictionary 
 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. roots and 

affixes 
b. synonyms 

and 
antonyms 

c. context clues 
d. glossary and 

dictionary 
 

 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. roots and 

affixes 
b. context clues 
c. glossary, 

dictionary 
and 
thesaurus 

 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. roots and 

affixes 
b. context clues 
c. glossary, 

dictionary 
and 
thesaurus 

 

Develop 
vocabulary 
through text, 
using  
a. roots and 

affixes 
b. context clues 
c. glossary, 

dictionary 
and 
thesaurus 

 
 

V
o

c
a

b
u

la
ry

 

DOK 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 

F 
* Develop and 

apply, with 
assistance, pre-
reading 
strategies to aid 
comprehension:  

a. access prior 
knowledge 

b. preview text 
and picture   

c. make 
general 
prediction  

* Develop and 

apply, with 
assistance, pre-
reading 
strategies to aid 
comprehension:  

a. access prior 
knowledge 

b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. state a 

purpose for 
reading, with 
assistance  

 
 
 

* Develop and 

apply  pre-
reading 
strategies to aid 
comprehension:   

a. access prior 
knowledge 

b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose for 
reading 

 

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose for 
reading 

 

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose for 
reading 

 

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose for 
reading 

  

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose  and 
rate for 
reading 

 

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose and 
rate for 
reading 

 

* Apply pre-

reading strategies 
to aid 
comprehension:  
a. access prior 

knowledge 
b. preview 
c. predict with 

evidence 
d. set a 

purpose and 
rate for 
reading 

 

P
re

-R
e

a
d

in
g

 

DOK 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

5 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

G 
* During reading, 
shared reading, or 
read-alouds, 
develop and 
utilize, with 
assistance, 
strategies to  
a. self-question 

and correct  
b.      infer  
c. predict and 

check using 
cueing 
systems:  
meaning, 
structure, 
and visual 
information 

* During reading 

and read-alouds, 
develop and 
utilize, with 
assistance, 
strategies to  
a. self-question 

and correct  
b. infer 
c. predict and 

check using 
cueing 
systems:  
meaning, 
structure, 
and visual 
information 

 

* During reading, 

develop and 
utilize strategies 
to  
a. self-question 

and correct  
b. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

c. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

d. question the 
text 

e. infer 
f. visualize 

 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to  
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize 
 

 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to  
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to  
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize 
 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to  
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize 

 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to 
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize  

 

* During reading, 

utilize strategies 
to  
a. determine 

meaning of 
unknown 
words 

b. self-monitor 
comprehensi
on 

c. question the 
text 

d. infer 
e. visualize 
f. paraphrase 
g. summarize 

 D
u

ri
n

g
 R

e
a

d
in

g
 

DOK 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

6 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

H 
* Develop and 

demonstrate, with 
assistance, post-
reading skills after 
reading or read-
alouds to respond 
to text:  
a. answer basic 

comprehensi
on questions 

b. question to 
clarify 

c. retell 
d. illustrate 
e. re-enact 

stories 

* Develop and 

apply post-
reading skills after 
reading or read-
alouds to respond 
to text: 
a. answer basic 

comprehensi
on questions 

b. question to 
clarify 

c. retell 
d. reflect 
e. draw 

conclusions 
f. analyze 
 

* Apply post-

reading skills to 
respond to text:  
a. answer basic 

comprehensi
on questions 

b. identify the 
main idea 
and 
supporting 
details 

c. question to 
clarify 

d. retell 
e. reflect 
f. draw 

conclusions 
g. analyze 
 

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize  

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize 

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize  

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize 

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize 

Apply post-
reading skills to 
demonstrate 
comprehension of 
text: 
a.   answer basic 

comprehensio
n questions 

b.   identify and 
explain the 
relationship 
between the 
main idea and 
supporting 
details 

c.     make 
predictions 

*d.    question to 
clarify 

*e.    reflect 
f.    draw 

conclusions 
g.    analyze 
h.    paraphrase 
i.    summarize 

P
o

s
t-

R
e
a
d

in
g

 

DOK 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 

CA 2, 3, 1.5, 1.6, 
3.5 
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7 

1  Develop and apply skills and strategies to the reading process 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

I 
* Identify 

connections, with 
assistance, 
between 
a. text to text 

(text ideas --
-similarities 
and 
differences in 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works)  

b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

 

* Identify 

connections 
between 
a. text to text 

(text ideas --
-similarities 
and 
differences in 
various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works, with 
assistance) 

b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

 
 

* Identify 

relevant 
connections 
between 
a. text to text 

(text ideas --
- similarities 
and 
differences in 
information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works) 

b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the 
world, with 
assistance) 

Identify and 
explain relevant 
connections 
between 
a. text to text 

(text ideas --- 
information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works--
compare and 
contrast) 

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world) 

Identify and 
explain relevant 
connections 
between  
a. text to text 

(text ideas ---
information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works--
compare and 
contrast) 

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world 
by 
demonstrating 
an  awareness 
that literature 
reflects a 
culture and 
historic time 
frame) 

 

Compare, contrast 
and analyze 
connections 
between 
a. text to text 

(information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works) 

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world 
by responding 
to literature 
that reflects a 
culture and 
historic time 
frame) 

 

Compare, contrast 
and analyze 
connections: 
a. text to text 

(information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works) 

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world 
by identifying 
how literature 
reflects a 
culture and 
historic time 
frame) 

 

Compare, contrast 
and analyze 
connections: 
a. text to text 

(information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works) 

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world 
by identifying 
how literature 
reflects a 
culture and 
historic time 
frame) 

 

Compare, contrast 
and analyze 
connections: 
a. text to text 

(information 
and  
relationships 
in various 
fiction and 
non-fiction 
works)  

*b. text to self 
(text ideas 
and own 
experiences) 

*c. text to world 
(text ideas 
and the world 
by identifying 
how literature 
reflects a 
culture and 
historic time 
frame) 

 

M
a

k
in

g
 C

o
n

n
e

c
ti

o
n

s
 

DOK 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST 
CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9 

CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9 

CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9 

CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9 

CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9 

CA 2, 3, 7, 1.5, 
1.6, 1.9, 3.5 

CA 2, 3, 7, 1.5, 
1.6, 1.9, 3.5 

CA2, 3, 7, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.9, 3.5 

CA 2, 3, 7, 1.5, 
1.6, 1.9, 3.5 
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8 

2  Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction, poetry and drama from a variety of 
cultures and times 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A 
* Use details from 

text, with 
assistance, to 
a. locate names 

of  author 
and 
illustrator 

b. and apply 
information 
in title and  
pictures  

 

* Use details from 

text to 
a. locate names 

of author 
and 
illustrator 

b. apply 
information 
in title and  
pictures  

 
 

* Use details from 

text to locate and 
apply information 
in title, pictures 
and table of 
contents 
 

 

Use grade level 
text to  
a. locate and 

apply 
information 
in title, table 
of contents 
and glossary  

b. locate and 
recognize the 
text features 
of fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

 

Use grade level 
text to 
a. locate, 

interpret and 
apply 
information 
in title, table 
of contents 
and glossary 

b. locate and 
recognize the 
text features 
of fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

Use grade level 
text to 
a. locate, 

interpret and 
apply 
information 
in title, table 
of contents 
and glossary 

b. locate and 
recognize the 
text features 
of fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

Use grade level 
text to   
a. interpret and 

analyze 
information 
in title 

b. recognize 
and interpret 
the text 
features of 
fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

 

Use grade level 
text to  
a. interpret and 

analyze 
information 
in title 

b. recognize 
and interpret 
the text 
features of 
fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

 

Use grade level 
text to  
a. interpret and 

analyze 
information 
in title 

b. recognize 
and interpret 
the text 
features of 
fiction, 
poetry and 
drama  

 
 

T
e

x
t 

F
e

a
tu

re
s
 

DOK 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 

ST 
CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5,  2.4, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5,  2.4, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 2.4, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4,  

3.5 
CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4,  
3.5 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4,  
3.5 

B 
* Participate in 

read-aloud 
experiences 
involving  rhythm, 
rhyme, alliteration 
, and repeating 
line or phrase 

 

* Recognize 

rhythm, rhyme 
and alliteration in 
read-aloud 
experiences and 
independent 
reading  
 
 

 

* Identify 

examples of 
rhythm, rhyme 
and alliteration 
 
 
 
 

 

Identify and/or 
explain examples 
of sensory details 
, sound devices, 
and figurative 
language in text 
along with basic 
literary techniques 
 

 

Identify and/or 
explain examples 
of sensory details 
, sound devices, 
and figurative 
language in text 
along with basic 
literary techniques 

 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing 
a. simile 
b. metaphor  
c. personificatio

n 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced 
 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing 
a. onomatopoei

a  
b. alliteration 
c. idiom 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

 Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing    
a. hyperbole 
b. imagery 
c. propaganda 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing  
a.     jargon 
b.     dialect 
c.     slang 
d.     symbolism 
e.     analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

L
it

e
ra

ry
 T

e
c
h

n
iq

u
e

s
 

DOK 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST 
CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4 CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.5 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.5 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.5 
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2  Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction, poetry and drama from a variety of 
cultures and times 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

C 
* Use details from 

text to identify 
story elements in 
shared reading 
and read-alouds 
with assistance: 
a. main 

characters 
b. problem(s)/e

vents 
c. setting 

 

* Use details from 

text in 
independent 
reading and read-
alouds to identify 
a. characters 
b. problem 
c. events in 

logical 
sequence 

d. solutions 
e. setting 

 

* Use details 

from text to  
a. make basic 

inferences 
b. predict 

solution(s) 
c. identify 

events in 
logical 
sequence  

d. identify 
settings, 
characters, 
and 
problems 

 

Use details from 
text to  
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. make 
inferences  

c. compare and 
contrast   

d. identify 
cause and 
effect 

e. identify the 
narrator 

f. identify 
events from 
the 
beginning, 
middle and 
end 

g. identify 
author's 
purpose      

h. identify 
settings, 
character 
traits, and 
problems 
and solutions   

 

Use details from 
text to   
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. make 
inferences  

c. compare and 
contrast 

d. identify 
cause and 
effect 

e. identify 
author's 
purpose 

f. identify 
setting, 
character 
traits, 
problems 
and 
solutions, 
and story 
events 

 

Use details from 
text to   
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. make 
inferences  

c. compare and 
contrast  

d. identify and 
explain cause 
and effect 

e. explain 
author's 
purpose 

f. identify 
setting, 
character 
traits, 
problems 
and 
solutions, 
and story 
events 

 

Use details from 
text to 
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. identify plot, 
including 
problem/conf
lict, climax, 
and 
resolution 

c. analyze the 
influence of 
setting on 
characters 
and plot  

d. explain cause 
and effect 

e. identify point 
of view  

f. identify 
author’s 
viewpoint/pe
rspective 

g. identify the 
problem- 
solving 
processes of 
characters 

h. explain the 
effectiveness 
of solutions 

*i.    make 
inferences 
 

 

Use details from 
text to 
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. identify plot 
and sub-plot, 
mood, 
flashback, 
theme and 
types of 
conflict 

c. analyze 
cause and 
effect 

d. identify and 
explain point 
of view 

e. identify and 
explain 
author’s 
viewpoint/ 
perspective 

f. evaluate the 
problem-
solving 
processes of 
characters 

g. evaluate the 
effectiveness 
of solutions 

*h.   make 
inferences 

 

Use details from 
text to  
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. identify and 
explain 
flashback, 
mood and 
theme 

c. analyze point 
of view 

d. analyze 
author’s 
viewpoint/ 
perspective 

e. determine 
how an 
incident 
foreshadows 
a future 
event  

f. interpret 
behaviors, 
motives, and 
consequence
s of 
characters’ 
actions 

g. evaluate 
problem-
solving 
processes of 
characters 

h. evaluate 
effectiveness 
of solutions 

*i.    make 
inferences 

 

L
it

e
ra

ry
 E

le
m

e
n

ts
 

DOK 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

ST 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 3.1, 

3.5, 2.4 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 3.1, 

3.5, 2.4 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 2, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 
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3   Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies, newspapers,    
     technical manuals) from a variety of cultures and times 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A * Develop an 

awareness that 
text and pictures 
provide 
information 

* Identify and 

explain  
information in 
text, pictures, title 
and charts  
 
 

* Locate and 

interpret 
information in 
illustrations, title, 
headings, 
captions, 
diagrams, charts 
and graphs 
 
 

Locate and 
interpret key 
information in 
illustrations, title, 
chapter headings, 
table of contents, 
glossary, charts, 
diagrams, graphs, 
captions and 
maps  

Apply information 
in illustrations, 
title, chapter 
headings, table of 
contents, 
glossary, charts,  
diagrams, graphs, 
captions  and 
maps to 
comprehend text 

Apply information 
in text features, 
graphics, such as 
maps, diagrams, 
charts and index, 
to clarify and 
connect concepts 
to the main ideas 

 

a. Identify and 
explain text 
features in 
biography 
and 
autobiograph
y 

b. Analyze text 
features  to 
clarify 
meaning, 
emphasizing 
newspapers 
and 
magazines  

Explain and 
analyze text 
features to clarify 
meaning, 
emphasizing 
consumer texts 
 

 
 
 

Explain, analyze 
and evaluate the 
author’s use of 
text features to 
clarify meaning 
 
 
 
 

T
e

x
t 

F
e

a
tu

re
s
 

DOK 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 

ST CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 
3.5 

B * Respond to 

examples of 
sensory details 
within the context 
of nonfiction text 
with assistance 

 

* Recognize 

examples of 
sensory details in 
nonfiction text 
with assistance 

 

* Explain 

examples of 
sensory details in 
nonfiction text 

 

Identify and/or 
explain examples 
of sensory details 
, sound devices, 
and figurative 
language in text 
along with basic 
literary techniques 

 

Identify and/or 
explain examples 
of sensory details 
, sound devices, 
and figurative 
language in text 
along with basic 
literary techniques 

 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing 
a. simile 
b. metaphor  
c. personificatio

n 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced 
 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing 
a. onomatopoei

a  
b. alliteration 
c. idiom 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing    
a. hyperbole 
b. imagery 
c. propaganda 
d. analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

Identify and 
explain examples 
of sensory details, 
figurative 
language, and 
basic literary 
techniques in text, 
emphasizing  
a.     jargon 
b.     dialect 
c.     slang 
d.     symbolism 
e.     analyze 

literary 
techniques 
previously 
introduced  

 

L
it

e
ra

ry
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e
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h

n
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u
e

s
 

DOK 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 
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3   Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies, newspapers,    
     technical manuals) from a variety of cultures and times 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

C 
* In response 

to text and with 
assistance, 
a. ask 

questions 
to clarify 
meaning 

b. answer 
questions   

c. recognize 
important 
information 
and 
identify 
supporting 
details  

 

* Use details from 

text to  
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. clarify 
meaning 

c. answer 
questions 

d. identify main 
ideas 

e. identify 
supporting 
details 

 

* Use details from 

text to   
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. ask questions 
to clarify 
meaning 

c. answer 
questions  

d. identify main 
ideas and 
provide 
support 

e. retell 
sequence of 
events 

f. make basic 
inferences  

g. identify 
problems 
and solutions 

 

Use details from 
text to   
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. answer 
questions 

c. explain main 
idea and 
supporting 
details 

d. sequence 
events 

e. identify 
simple cause 
and effect  

f. draw 
conclusions 

g. compare and 
contrast  

h. make 
inferences  

i. identify 
author's 
purpose for 
writing text 

j. identify 
problems 
and solutions 

 

Use details from 
text to  
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. explain main 
idea and 
supporting 
details 

c. sequence 
events 

d. identify 
cause and 
effect  

e. draw 
conclusions 

f. compare and 
contrast 

g. make 
predictions 

h. make 
inferences  

i. distinguish 
between fact 
and opinion 

j. identify and 
explain 
author's 
purpose  

k. identify 
problems 
and solutions 

 

Use details from 
text to  
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. explain main 
idea and 
supporting 
details 

c. sequence 
events 

d. identify and 
explain cause 
and effect 

e. compare and 
contrast 

f. make 
predictions 

g. make 
inferences  

h. evaluate the 
accuracy of 
the 
information 

i. identify and 
interpret 
author's 
ideas and 
purpose 

j. identify 
problems 
and solutions 

 

Use details from 
text to 
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. paraphrase 
author's 
stated ideas  

c. make 
predictions 

d. make 
inferences 

e. evaluate the 
accuracy of 
the 
information 

f. sequence 
events 

g. compare and 
contrast 

h. identify point 
of view 

i. determine 
and/or 
compare 
authors’ 
viewpoints 

j. identify and 
explain cause 
and effect  

k. identify 
problem 
solving 
processes 
and explain 
the 
effectiveness 
of solutions 

l. analyze two 
or more texts 

 

Use details from 
text to 
a. demonstrate 

comprehensi
on skills 
previously 
introduced 

b. summarize 
author's 
ideas  

c. make 
predictions 

d. make 
inferences 

e. evaluate the 
accuracy of 
the 
information 

f. sequence 
events 

g. compare and 
contrast 

h. identify and 
explain point 
of view 

i. determine 
and/or 
compare 
authors’ 
viewpoints 

j. identify and 
explain cause 
and effect  

k. identify 
problem 
solving 
processes 
and explain 
the 
effectiveness 
of solutions 

l. analyze two 
or more texts 

 

Use details from text 
to 
a. demonstrate 

comprehension 
skills previously 
introduced 

b. evaluate 
adequacy of 
evidence 
presented by 
author 

c. determine 
author's 
purpose based 
on text analysis 

d. compare and 
contrast 

e. determine 
importance of 
information 

f. analyze point of 
view 

g. determine 
author’s 
viewpoints 

h. identify 
problem solving 
processes and 
explain 
effectiveness of 
solutions  

i. determine 
importance of 
information 

j. analyze word 
choice and 
connotation 

k. analyze 
organizational 
effectiveness 

l. analyze 
accuracy of 
information 

 

T
e

x
t 
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DOK 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 

3.5 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 3.5 CA3 1.5, 1.6, 3.1, 

3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 
3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 

3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 

2.4, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 
3.6, 3.7, 3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 

2.4, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 
3.6, 3.7, 3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 

2.4, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 
3.6, 3.7, 3.8 

CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 

2.4, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 
3.6, 3.7, 3.8 
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3   Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies, newspapers,    
     technical manuals) from a variety of cultures and times 

 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

D 
* Follow simple 

pictorial/written 
direction, with 
assistance 

* Read and follow 

a simple direction 
to perform a task 

* Read and follow 

simple directions 
to perform a task  

* Read and follow 

two- and three-
step directions to 
complete a simple 
task 

* Read and follow 

three- and four-
step directions to 
complete a task 

* Read and follow 

multi-step 
directions to 
complete a task 

* Read and follow 

multi-step 
directions to 
complete a 
complex task 

* Read and follow 

multi-step 
directions to a 
complete a 
complex task 

* Read and follow 

multi-step directions 
to complete a 
complex task 

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g

 

D
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n
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DOK 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 

ST CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6 
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1  Apply a writing process in composing text 
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A 
* Follow a writing 

process with 
assistance to 
a. generate a 

writing plan  
through 
pictures, oral 
language, or 
written 
letters 
and/or words 

b. compose text 
through 
letters, 
words, and 
pictures 

c. reread 
writing with 
assistance 

* Follow a writing 

process to 
a. brainstorm 

and record 
ideas in 
written form 

b. generate a 
draft in 
written form 
on student-
selected 
topic 

c. reread 
writing 

d. revise writing 
to clarify 
meaning and 
enhance 
descriptions 
(such as, 
describing 
words, 
relevant 
details) 

e. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) with 
assistance 

f. publish 
writing with 
assistance 

 

* Follow a writing 

process to 
a. use a simple 

strategy in 
prewriting 
when 
appropriate 

b. compose a 
draft in 
written form 
on student-
selected 
topic  

c. reread and 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice, with 
assistance 
(refer to 
W2A, W2B, 
W2C, W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) with 
assistance 

e. share writing  
 

Follow a writing 
process to 
a. independentl

y use a 
simple pre-
writing 
strategy 

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread and 
revise work 
for audience 
and purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.   share 
writing 

 

Follow a writing 
process to 
a. independentl

y use a 
simple 
prewriting 
strategy 

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread, 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice  (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.   share writing 
 

Follow a writing 
process to 
a. use a 

prewriting 
strategy 

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread, 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice  (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.  share writing 
 

Follow a writing 
process to 
a. use 

appropriate 
pre-writing 
strategies 

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread, 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice  (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.  share writing 
 

Follow a writing 
process to 
a. use 

appropriate 
prewriting 
strategies as 
needed  

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread, 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.  share writing 
 

Follow a writing 
process to: 
a. use 

appropriate 
prewriting 
strategies as 
needed 

b. generate a 
draft 

c. reread, 
revise for 
audience and 
purpose, 
ideas and 
content, 
organization 
and sentence 
structure, 
and word 
choice (refer 
to W2A, 
W2B, W2C, 
W2D) 

d. edit for 
conventions 
(refer to 
W2E) 

*e.  share writing 
 

W
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DOK 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 

CA 1, CA 4, 1.8, 

2.1, 2.2 
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2  Compose well-developed text  
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A 
* Recognize different 

audiences for writing 
 

* Recognize 

audience and 
purpose with 
assistance 
 

* Compose text 

showing 
awareness of 
audience 

Compose text 
a. showing 

awareness of  
audience  

b. in a format 
appropriate 
to audience 
and purpose  

 

Compose text 
a. showing 

awareness of  
audience  

b. in a format 
appropriate 
to audience 
and purpose  

 

Compose text 
a. showing 

awareness of  
audience  

b. in a format 
appropriate 
to audience 
and purpose  

 

Compose text  
a. showing 

awareness of  
audience  

b. choosing a 
form 
appropriate 
to topic and 
specific 
audience 

 

Compose text  
a. showing 

awareness of  
audience  

b. choosing a 
form 
appropriate 
to topic and 
specific 
audience 

 

Compose text  
a. showing 

awareness of 
audience  

b.    choosing a 
form and 
point of view 
appropriate 
to purpose 
and audience A

u
d

ie
n

c
e

 a
n

d
 

p
u
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o

s
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DOK 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 

B 
* Compose text 

using pictures and 
words with ideas 
that relate to a 
topic, with 
assistance 

* Compose text 

using pictures and 
words with ideas 
that relate to a 
topic, with 
assistance 

* Compose text 

with 
a. a clear 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant 
details/exam
ples, with 
assistance 

 

Compose text with 
a. a clear 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant 
details 
/examples 

 

Compose text with 
a. a clear 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant 
details 
/examples 

 

Compose text with 
a. strong, 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant, 
specific 
details 

 

Compose text with 
a. strong 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant, 
specific 
details 

Compose text with 
a. strong, 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant, 
specific 
details 

 

Compose text 
with 
a. strong 

controlling 
idea 

b. relevant, 
specific 
details 

c. complex 
ideas 

d. freshness of 
thought 

Id
e

a
s
 a

n
d

 C
o

n
te

n
t 

DOK 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 
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2  Compose well-developed text  
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

C 
* Compose text 

with assistance 
 

* Compose text  

a. with a simple 
opening and 
simple 
closing 

b. with 
complete 
sentences or 
thoughts 

 

* Compose text 

with 
a. evidence of 

beginning, 
middle and 
end 

b. complete 
sentences or 
thoughts 
(declarative 
and 
interrogative) 

Compose text with 
a. a beginning, 

middle and 
end  

b. sentence 
variety 
(including 
imperative 
and 
exclamatory) 

Compose text with 
a. a beginning, 

middle, and 
end 

b. a logical 
sequence of 
events 

c. sentence 
variety  

 

Compose text with 
a. a clear 

beginning, 
middle, and 
end 

b. a logical 
sequence of 
events 

c. evidence of 
paragraphing 

d. sentence 
variety  

 

Compose text with  
a. a clear, 

beginning, 
middle, and 
end 

b. a logical 
sequence of 
events 

c. appropriate 
paragraphing 

d. a variety of 
sentence 
structures, 
including 
simple and 
compound 

Compose text with 
a. an effective 

beginning, 
middle, and 
end 

b. a logical 
order 

c. appropriate 
paragraphing 

d. a variety of 
sentence 
structures, 
including 
complex 
sentences 

e. cohesive 
devices, 
especially 
transitions 

Compose text 
with  
a. an effective 

beginning, 
middle, and 
end 

b. a logical 
order 

c. effective 
paragraphing 

d. a variety of 
sentence 
structures, 
including 
compound-
complex 
sentences 

e. cohesive 
devices, 
including 
transitions, 
repetition, 
pronoun 
antecedent, 
and parallel 
structure 

O
rg
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n

iz
a
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n
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DOK 1 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

ST CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 

D 
* Compose text 

using words that 
are related to the 
topic 

* Compose text 

using words that 
are related to the 
topic, and, with 
assistance,  some 
words that are 
specific and 
accurate 

* Compose text 

using words that 
are related to the 
topic, and some 
words that are 
specific and 
accurate 

Compose text 
using words that 
are related to the 
topic, and some 
words that are 
specific and 
accurate 

Compose text 
using 
a. words that 

are specific, 
accurate, 
and suited to 
the topic 

b. sensory 
detail 

Compose text 
using  
a. words that 

are specific, 
accurate, 
and suited to 
the topic 

b. writing 
techniques, 
such as 
sensory 
detail and 
purposeful 
dialogue 

Compose text 
using  
a. precise and 

vivid 
language 

b. writing 
techniques, 
such as 
figurative 
language, 
sensory 
detail, and 
purposeful 
dialogue 

 
 

Compose text 
using  
a. precise and 

vivid 
language 

b. writing 
techniques, 
such as 
figurative 
language, 
sensory 
detail and 
purposeful 
dialogue 

 

Compose text 
using  
a. precise and 

vivid 
language 

b. writing 
techniques 
such as 
figurative 
language, 
sensory 
detail and 
purposeful 
dialogue 

 

W
o

rd
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e
 

DOK 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

ST CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 CA 4, 2.1 
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2  Compose well-developed text  
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

E 
* In written text 

a.  form letters    
using 
correct  
pathway of 
movement 
(letter 
formation) 

b.  capitalize 
first letters 
of own first 
and last 
name 

c.  use ending 
punctuation 
in written 
text, with 
assistance 

d.  use correct 
spelling of 
own first 
and last 
names, 
semi-
phonetic 
spelling, 
spelling 
strategies 

e.     write legibly  

* In written text 

a. print all letters 
legibly, using 
correct 
pathway of 
movement, 
and 
appropriate 
spacing 
between 
letters and 
words 

b. capitalize 
names of 
people and 
beginning 
words of 
sentences 

c. use a period 
at end of 
sentence and 
a comma in 
the greeting 
and closing of 
a letter with 
assistance 

d. use naming 
words (nouns) 
and action 
words (verbs) 
correctly 

e. spell words 
with simple 
patterns and 
high 
frequency  
words 
correctly 

f. use phonetic 
spelling, 
classroom 
resources to 
verify correct 
spelling, and 
spelling 
strategies 

g.   write legibly  

* In written text  

a. space correctly 
between letters 
and words 

b. capitalize days 
of week, names 
of towns, cities, 
states 

c. use correct 
ending 
punctuation in 
declarative and 
interrogative 
sentences, 
comma in 
dates, and 
comma in the 
greeting and 
closing of a 
letter 

d.  correctly use 
describing 
words 
(adjectives) and 
substitute 
pronouns for 
nouns 

e. spell words with 
simple patterns 
and high-
frequency 
words correctly 

f. use transitional 
spelling, 
classroom 
resources, 
especially 
dictionary, and 
spelling 
strategies 

g.     write legibly  

In written text 
a.  space correctly  

between 
words in a 
sentence and 
in margins  

b. capitalize 
months of 
year, titles of 
individuals, 
greeting and 
closing of 
letter 

c. use correct 
ending 
punctuation in 
imperative and 
exclamatory 
sentences 

d. correctly use 
verbs that 
agree with the 
subject, and 
comparative 
and 
superlative 
forms of 
adverbs and 
adjectives 

e. correctly spell 
simple 
compounds, 
homophones,  
contractions 
and words 
with affixes 

f. use standard 
spelling and 
classroom 
resources, 
including 
dictionary, to 
edit for correct 
spelling 

*g.   write legibly  
 

In written text  
a. capitalize 

holidays, 
names of 
counties and 
countries 

b.  use commas 
in a series, 
and between 
city and state 

c. use 
apostrophe 
in 
contractions 
and singular 
possessives, 
with 
assistance 

d. correctly use 
verbs that 
agree with 
compound 
subject, and 
conjunctions 

e.  use 
standard 
spelling and 
classroom 
resources,inc
luding 
dictionary, to 
edit for  
correct 
spelling 

*f.   write legibly  

In written text 
a. capitalize 

titles and 
proper nouns   

b. use comma 
in compound 
sentences 

c. use 
apostrophe 
in singular 
possessives, 
and proper 
punctuation 
in titles with 
assistance 

d. use correct 
verb tense 
and 
subject/verb 
agreement 

e. use correct 
spelling of 
simple 
compounds, 
homophones
,  
contractions 
and words 
with affixes 

f. use standard 
spelling, 
classroom 
resources, 
including 
dictionary, to 
edit for 
correct 
spelling 

*g.   write legibly  

In written text 
a. capitalize 

proper 
adjectives, 
appropriate 
words in 
dialogue with 
assistance  

b. use comma 
in compound 
sentences 

c. use 
apostrophe 
in irregular 
and plural 
possessives, 
quotation 
marks in 
dialogue, 
with 
assistance 

d. punctuate 
prepositional 
phrases and 
appositives 
correctly 

e. use standard 
spelling, 
classroom 
resources, 
including 
dictionary, to 
edit for 
correct 
spelling 

*f.   write legibly  

In written text  
a. capitalize 

within 
dialogue 

b. use commas 
and 
quotation 
marks in 
dialogue, 
and semi-
colon in 
compound 
sentences  

c. use correct 
agreement of 
pronoun and  
antecedent, 
and 
consistent 
verb tense 

d. use standard 
spelling, 
classroom 
resources,inc
luding 
dictionary, to 
edit for 
correct 
spelling 

*e.   write legibly  

In written text  
a. use 

convention
s of 
capitalizati
on,  

b. use colon 
to 
introduce 
lists 

c. use 
correct 
pronoun 
case  

d. use 
dictionary, 
spell-
check and 
other 
resources 
to edit for 
correct 
spelling 

*e.   write 
legibly  

C
o

n
v
e

n
ti

o
n

s
 

DOK 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ST CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 CA 1, 2.2 
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3  Write effectively in various forms and types of writing  
 Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

A 
*a. Plan and 

write stories 
and ideas 
(through 
pictures and 
words) using 
narrative, 
descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
features 

*b. Recognize 
different 
kinds of 
writing (e.g., 
thank-you 
notes, 
friendly 
letters, lists, 
poems, 
invitations) 

 
 
 

*a. Use 
narrative, 
descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
features 

*b. Recognize 
different 
forms of 
written 

communicati
on (e.g., 
thank-you 
notes, 
friendly 
letters, lists, 
poems, 
invitations) 

 

Compose  
*a. narrative, 

descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
texts, using 
appropriate 
text features 

*b. thank-you 
notes, 
friendly 
letters, lists, 
invitations 

 
 

Compose   
a. narrative, 

descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
texts, using 
appropriate 
text features 

b. text 
emphasizing 
the format of 
diary/journal 
entries and 
friendly 
letters 

 

Compose   
a. narrative, 

descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
texts, using 
appropriate 
text features 

b. text using an 
appropriate 
format 

 
 

   

Compose a variety 
of texts,  
a. narrative, 

descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
texts, using 
appropriate 
text features  

b. selecting and 
using an 
appropriate 
format 

c. including a 
summary 
(narrative or 
informational
)  

   
 

Compose a variety 
of texts,  
a. using 

narrative, 
descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
features  

b. including a 
summary 
(narrative or 
informational
)  

 

Compose a variety 
of texts,  
a. using 

narrative, 
descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
features  

b. including a 
summary 

c. responding 
to literature 

 
 
 

Compose a variety 
of texts,  
a. using 

narrative, 
descriptive, 
expository, 
and/or 
persuasive 
features  

b. in various 
formats, 
including 
workplace 
communicati
on (e.g., 
business 
letter with a 
correctly 
addressed 
envelope, 
email 
communicati
ons) 

c. including 
summary 

d. including 
literature 
response  

 
 
 
 

F
o

rm
s
/
T

y
p

e
s
/
M

o
d

e
s
 o

f 
W

ri
ti

n
g

 

DOK 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ST CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1 CA 4, 1.8, 2.1, 2.6, 

4.8 
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1   Develop and apply effective listening skills and strategies  
 GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

A 
Listen   
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for simple 

directions, with 
teacher 
assistance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen   
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for simple 

directions to 
follow  

Listen   
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 to solve 

problems 
 for directions to 

complete a 
simple task 

 
 
 

Listen   
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 to distinguish fact 

from opinion 
 for directions to 

complete a two- or 
three-step task  

 

Listen  
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for directions 
 to identify tone, 

mood and 
emotion of 
verbal and 
nonverbal 
communication 

 
 

Listen  
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for directions 
 to identify and 

interpret tone, 
mood and 
emotion of 
verbal and 
nonverbal 
communication 

 
 
 

Listen  
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for directions 
 to identify tone, 

mood and 
emotion of 
verbal and 
nonverbal 
communication 

 

Listen  
 for enjoyment 
 for information 
 for directions 
 critically to 

recognize and 
interpret 
propaganda 
techniques 

 

Listen  
 for enjoyment 
 for 

information 
 for directions 
 and use 

clarifying 
strategies for 
understanding 
(e.g., 
questioning, 
summarizing 
and 
paraphrasing) 

to recognize 
how 
colloquialisms 
and jargon 
reflect context, 
regions and 
cultures 

P
u

rp
o

s
e

 f
o

r 
L
is

te
n

in
g

 

ST 
CA 5, 6   1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6   1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6   1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6   1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6   1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6    1.5, 
1.6, 1.10 

CA 5, 6    1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6    1.5, 1.6, 
1.10 

CA 5, 6    1.5, 
1.6, 1.10 

FR 
I 1f, II 5b, III 1b, K-
4 

I 1f, II 5b, III 1b, 
K-4 

I 1f, II 5b, III 1b, K-
4 

I 1f, II 5b, III 1b, K-4 I 1f, II 5b, III 1b, K-
4 

II 5b, III 1d, g, k, 
3e, 4d, IV 1e & f, 
3e, 5-8 

II 2a, 5d, III 1d, g, k, 
3e, 4d, IV 1e & f, 3e, 
5-8 

II 2a, 5d, III 1d, g, k, 
3e, 4d, IV 1e & f, 3e, 
5-8 

II 2a, 5d, III 1d, 
g, k, 3e, 4d, IV 1e 
& f, 3e, 5-8 

B 
Demonstrate 
listening 
behaviors (e.g., 
prepares to listen, 
listens without 
interruptions) 
with teacher 
assistance  

Demonstrate 
listening 
behaviors (e.g., 
prepares to 
listen, listens 
without 
interruptions, 
maintains eye 
contact) with 
teacher 
assistance 

Demonstrate 
listening 
behaviors (e.g., 
prepares to listen, 
listens without 
interruptions, 
maintains eye 
contact)  
 

Demonstrate 
listening behaviors 
(e.g., prepares to 
listen, listens without 
interruptions, 
maintains eye 
contact)  
 
 

Demonstrate 
listening 
behaviors (e.g., 
prepares to listen, 
listens without 
interruptions, 
maintains eye 
contact)  
 
 

Demonstrate 
listening 
behaviors (e.g.,  
prepares to 
listen, maintains 
eye contact, uses 
alert posture, 
listens without 
interruptions and 
overcomes 
barriers) 

Use active-
listening behaviors 
(e.g., asks 
questions of 
speaker and uses 
body language and 
facial expressions 
to indicate 
agreement,  
disagreement or 
confusion) 

Use active-
listening behaviors 
(e.g., asks 
questions of 
speaker and uses 
body language and 
facial expressions 
to indicate 
agreement,  
disagreement or 
confusion) 

Use active-
listening 
behaviors (e.g., 
asks questions 
of speaker and 
uses body 
language and 
facial 
expressions to 
indicate 
agreement,  
disagreement or 
confusion) 

L
is

te
n

in
g

 B
e
h

a
v
io

r 

ST CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   CA 5, 6      1.5   

FR 
I 2h, IV 1d, K-4 I 2h, IV 1d, K-4 I 2h, IV 1d, K-4 I 2h, IV 1d, K-4 I 2h, IV 1d, K-4 II 5b, III 1c, IV 1e, 

5-8 

II 5b, III 1c, IV 1e, 5-

8 

II 5b, III 1c, IV 1e, 5-

8 

II 5b, III 1c, IV 

1e, 5-8 
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2   Develop and apply effective speaking skills and strategies for various audiences and purposes 
 GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

A 
When sharing 
ideas or 
experiences 
 speak audibly  
 use age-

appropriate 
vocabulary  

Speak clearly 
when sharing 
ideas and asking 
questions in 
small and large 
groups 

Speak at an 
appropriate 
volume and 
maintain a clear 
focus when 
sharing ideas 

Speak clearly, stay 
on topic and use 
appropriate volume 
and pace when 
sharing ideas 

In discussions and 
presentations, 
 present ideas in 

a logical 
sequence 

 identify and 
apply 
appropriate 
speaking 
techniques such 
as volume 
control, pace 
and eye contact 

 

In discussions 
and 
presentations, 
 give organized 

presentations 
that 
demonstrate a 
clear viewpoint 

 select and use 
appropriate 
public speaking 
techniques 
such as rate, 
pace and 
enunciation 

In discussions and 
presentations, 
 speak clearly and 

stay on topic 
 use appropriate 

volume, tone of 
voice, rate of 
speech, fluency/ 
inflections and 
eye contact 

In discussions and 
presentations, use 
 designated time 

constraints  
 media  
 organized notes  

In discussions 
and 
presentations, 
 use 

appropriate 
body language  

 incorporate 
media or 
technology 

respond to 
questions  

D
is

c
u

s
s
io

n
 a

n
d

 

P
re

s
e

n
ta

ti
o

n
 

ST 
CA 1, 6      2.1, 2.3    CA 1, 6      2.1, 

2.3    

CA 1, 6      2.1, 2.3    CA 1, 6      2.1, 2.3    CA 1, 6      2.1, 2.3, 

4.6    

CA 1, 6     2.1, 

2.3, 4.6 

CA 1, 6     2.1, 2.3, 

4.6 

CA 1, 6     2.1, 2.3, 

4.6 

CA 1, 6     2.1, 

2.3, 4.6 

FR 

II 1e, 3b-c, e, 5a, c-

e, g-h, 6a & h-i, III 
1f-g, 3b-c, 4a-b, IV 

1b-c, K-4 

II 1e, 3b-c, e, 5a, 

c-e, g-h, 6a & h-i, 
III 1f-g, 3b-c, 4a-b, 

IV 1b-c, K-4 

II 1e, 3b-c, e, 5a, c-

e, g-h, 6a & h-i, III 
1f-g, 3b-c, 4a-b, IV 

1b-c, K-4 

II 1e, 3b-c, e, 5a, c-e, 

g-h, 6a & h-i, III 1f-g, 
3b-c, 4a-b, IV 1b-c, K-4 

II 1e, 3b-c, e, 5a, c-

e, g-h, 6a & h-i, III 
1f-g, 3b-c, 4a-b, IV 

1b-c, K-4 

II 2c-d, 4a-g, 5a, c, 

6c-d, III 4b-c, e, IV 
1d, 3a, c, f, 5-8 

II 2c-d, 4a-g, 5a, c, 

6c-d, III 4b-c, e, IV 
1d, 3a, c, f, 5-8 

II 2c-d, 4a-g, 5a, c, 

6c-d, III 4b-c, e, IV 
1d, 3a, c, f, 5-8 

II 2c-d, 4a-g, 5a, 

c, 6c-d, III 4b-c, e, 
IV 1d, 3a, c, f, 5-8 

B 
Give simple oral 
directions with 
teacher assistance 

Give simple oral 
directions 

Give clear oral 
directions to 
complete a simple 
task 

Give clear two- and 
three-step oral 
directions to 
complete a simple 
task 

Give clear and 
concise three- and 
four-step oral 
directions to 
complete a task 

Give clear and 
concise multi-
step oral 
directions to 
complete a task 

Give clear and 
concise multi-step 
oral directions to 
complete a 
complex task 

Give clear and 
concise multi-step 
oral directions to 
complete a 
complex task 

Give clear and 
concise multi-
step oral 
directions to 
complete a 
complex task 

G
iv

in
g

 

D
ir

e
c
ti

o
n

s
 

ST 
CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 2.3 CA 1, 6    2.1, 

2.3 

FR I 6e, K-4 I 6e, K-4 I 6e, K-4 I 6e, K-4 I 6e, K-4 II 6d, IV 1d, 5-8 II 6d, IV 1d, 5-8 II 6d, IV 1d, 5-8 II 6d, IV 1d, 5-8 



Information Literacy – UNDER REVISION  

         

    17  

1   Develop and apply effective research process skills to gather, analyze and evaluate information  
 GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADES 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

A 
Develop 
awareness of 
resources on 
topics of interest 

Find resources 
on topics of 
interest, with 
assistance 
 

Formulate 
keywords and 
questions, with 
assistance, to 
locate resources 
on topics of 
interest 

Formulate keywords 
and questions to 
investigate topics 
 
 

Formulate and 
research 
keywords and 
questions to 
establish a focus 
and purpose for 
inquiry 

Develop research 
questions in 
order to 
establish a focus 
and purpose for 
a project 
 
 

Develop questions 
and statements of 
purpose to guide 
research 
 
 

Develop a research 
plan, with 
assistance, to 
guide investigation 
and research of 
focus questions  

Develop a 
research plan to 
guide 
investigation 
and research of 
focus questions  

R
e
s
e

a
rc

h
 

P
la

n
 

ST 
CA 2, 3      1.1, 1.2 CA 2, 3      1.1, 

1.4 

CA 2, 3      1.1, 1.4 CA 2, 3      1.1, 1.4 CA 2, 3      1.1, 1.4 CA 2, 3     1.1, 1.4 CA 2, 3     1.1, 1.4 CA 2, 3     1.1, 1.4, 

4.5 

CA 2, 3     1.1, 

1.4, 4.5 

FR 
I 2a, d, III 1d, K-4 I 2a, d, III 1d, K-4 I 2a, d, III 1d, K-4 I 2a, d, III 1d, K-4 I 2a, d, III 1d, K-4 I 2a, III 1b, I, IV 

2e, 5-8 
I 2a, III 1b, I, IV 2e, 
5-8 

I 2a, III 1b, I, IV 2e, 
5-8 

I 2a, III 1b, I, IV 
2e, 5-8 

B 
  Locate 

information on 
keywords and 
questions in 
provided 
resources, with 
assistance 

Locate information 
on keywords in 
provided resources 

Locate and use 
various resources 
to find 
information on 
keywords and 
questions 
 

Locate and use 
various 
resources to 
acquire 
information to 
answer questions 
 

Locate and use 
multiple resources 
to 
 acquire 
information 
 answer questions 
 support purpose 
 

Locate and use 
multiple resources 
to 
 acquire relevant 

information  
 evaluate 

reliability of 
information 

 fulfill research 
plan 

 

Locate and use 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to 
 investigate 

research 
topics 

 acquire 
relevant 
information 

evaluate 
reliability of 
information 

A
c
q

u
ir

e
 I

n
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n

 

ST 
  CA 2, 3     1.2, 1.4 CA 2, 3     1.2, 1.4, 

1.6 
CA 2, 3     1.2, 1.4, 
1.6 

CA 2, 3     1.2, 
1.4, 1.7 

CA 2, 3     1.2, 1.4, 
1.7 

CA 2, 3     1.2, 1.4, 
1.7 

CA 2, 3     1.2, 
1.4, 1.7 

FR 
  I 2b-c & e-f, 3f, III 

1e, K-4 

I 2b-c & e-f, 3f, III 1e, 

K-4 

I 2b-c & e-f, 3f, III 

1e, K-4 

I 2b-c, e, 3f, III 1d, 

IV 1g, 5-8 

I 2b-c, e, 3f, III 1d, 

IV 1g, 5-8 

I 2b-c, e, 3f, III 1d, 

IV 1g, 5-8 

I 2b-c, e, 3f, III 

1d, IV 1g, 5-8 

C 
   Use resources to 

a. identify 
relevant 
information 

b. record main 
ideas and 
important 
details in own 
words 

c. record 
information 
using 
organizational 
strategies 

 

Use resources to 
a. identify 

relevant 
information 

b. record main 
ideas and 
important 
details in 
own words 

c. record 
information 
using 
organization
al strategies 

 

Use a specified 
note-taking 
format and 
organizational 
strategies to 
record relevant 
information 

Record relevant 
information using 
a variety of note-
taking and 
organizational 
strategies 

Record relevant 
information using 
a variety of note-
taking and 
organizational 
strategies 
 

Record relevant 
information 
using a self-
selected note-
taking or 
organizational 
strategy 
 
 

R
e

c
o

rd
 I

n
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n

 

ST 
   CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 1.8, 

2.1 

CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 

1.8, 2.1 

CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 

1.8, 2.1 

CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 1.8, 

2.1 

CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 1.8, 

2.1 

CA 2, 3, 4, 1.2, 

1.8, 2.1 

FR     I 3f, IV 1e, K-4 I 3d, 5-8 I 3d, 5-8 I 3d, 5-8 I 3d, 5-8 
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D 
Develop 
awareness, 
through 
discussion, that 
credit is to be 
given for others’ 
ideas, images and 
information, with 
assistance 
 
 

Give credit, 
through 
discussion, for 
others’ ideas, 
images and 
information, 
with assistance  

Give credit, 
through 
discussion, for 
others’ ideas, 
images and 
information  

Informally give 
credit for others’ 
ideas, images and 
information found in 
various resources 

Informally give 
credit for others’ 
ideas, images and 
information found 
in various 
resources 

Give credit for 
others’ ideas, 
images and 
information by 
listing sources 
used in research 
 
 
 

 

Define “plagiarism”  
and document 
research sources  

Document 
research sources 
using a given 
citation format 

Document 
research 
sources using a 
given citation 
format 

S
o

u
rc

e
s
 

C
o

n
s
u

lt
e

d
 

ST 
CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 1.8, 
2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 1.8, 
2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 1.8, 
2.3, 4.4 

CA 4   1.4, 1.7, 
1.8, 2.3, 4.4 

FR IV 3d, K-4 IV 3d, K-4 IV 3d, K-4 IV 3d, K-4 IV 3d, K-4 I 3d, IV 3d, 5-8 I 3d, IV 3d, 5-8 I 3d, IV 3d, 5-8 I 3d, IV 3d, 5-8 
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2   Develop and apply effective skills and strategies to analyze and evaluate oral and visual media 
 GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 

A 
Identify, with 
assistance, topics 
of messages 
conveyed through 
oral and visual 
media 

Identify, with 
assistance, 
simple messages 
conveyed 
through oral and 
visual media 

Identify, with 
assistance, 
intended 
messages 
conveyed through 
oral and visual 
media 

Identify intended 
messages conveyed 
through oral and 
visual media 
 

Identify and 
explain intended 
messages 
conveyed through 
oral and visual 
media 

Analyze 
messages 
conveyed in 
various media 
(e.g., videos, 
pictures, web-
sites, artwork, 
plays and/or 
news programs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and 
explain viewpoints 
conveyed in 
various media 
(e.g., videos, 
pictures, web-
sites, artwork, 
plays and/or news 
programs) 
 

Identify and 
explain media 
techniques used to 
convey messages 
in various media 
(e.g., videos, 
pictures, web-
sites, artwork, 
plays and/or news 
programs) 
 

Analyze and 
synthesize two 
or more 
messages 
conveyed in 
various media 
(e.g., videos, 
pictures, web-
sites, artwork, 
plays and/or 
news programs) 
 

M
e

d
ia

 M
e
s
s
a

g
e
s
 

ST 
CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 2.7 CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 

2.7 
CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 
2.7 

CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 2.7 CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 
2.7 

CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 
2.7 

CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 2.7 CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 2.7 CA 5    1.5, 1.7, 
2.7 

FR 
I 6h, II 5 f & I, III 
1j, 3a, K-4 

I 6h, II 5 f & I, III 
1j, 3a, K-4 

I 6h, II 5 f & I, III 
1j, 3a, K-4 

I 6h, II 5 f & I, III 1j, 
3a, K-4 

I 6h, II 5 f & I, III 
1j, 3a, K-4 

I 5a, II 1a, III 3c, 
5-8 

I 5a, II 1a, III 3c, 5-8 I 5a, II 1a, III 3c, 5-8 I 5a, II 1a, III 3c, 
5-8 
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